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Sitt >— It was the original inteption of the writer of the fol- 
lowing numbers, to communicate his views to the public upop 
the evils of Lawyer Legislating without charges to any one ; .and 
to this end, be wrote the first six numbers, and published them 
in the Southern Recorder. But about tbb time, circumstances 
, over which he had no control, over-ruled him and caused him to 
suspend operations for some months after, which he wrote the 
next two numbers and^ forwarded the first one of them to the 
Editors of the Recorder for publication ; but for reasons satis- 
factory to themselves, they refused to print. The consequence 
was, he had to seek another publisher, and another, and another, 
but they all refused to comply for satisfactory and wise reasons. 
I say wise, because if any editor, he must be wise, and if wise, 
he must be governed by wise reasons. Having failed in the first 
scheme to publish his numbers to the world through the medi- 
um of a common newspaper — the writer was driven through ne- 
cessity to adopt the present plan of sending them abroad ia 
pamphlet form, at the price of printing and distribution, which 
amounts to twelve and a half cents each. This accounts for the 
pamphlet form in which you find them printed. 

In making known his sentiments in the following numbers, 
'the author had no pecuniary or honorary motives to influence 
him : he had no ambition to gratify, no smiles to court, no spleen 
to vent ; but he was influenced entirely from a conviction of the 
truth of what he states, and a sense of duty to make known the 
evils extant in the land of his nativity, that the people may 
guard against thera and avoid them. But as men sometimes err 
in practice in consequence of an error in judgnient, so the author 
of this book may have done. He may be wrong in sentiment 
and in practice; but if so, he has not yet been convicted of sin, he 
hopes however^ if he is in error, his opponents will have the 
charity to Convince him of it, and in so doing, they will ensure to 
themselves his grateful acknowledgments, and respects forever, 
and the endless praises of thousand of others, who are of like 
views with himself* 
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In looking over the foltowing essays, yoii Will irad a goodly 
number of heavy charges laid at the door" of the Bar^ but ^iu the 
estimatiorof the author, there are nond too heavy'to be just. You 
'^ill find also, that these charges are made in plaiR terms, but none 
too plain to be true. In combatting an evil, we should designate 
it by.its legitimate jot baptismal name, and then -describe it in 
suchtermp^s will most effectually portray its features, so that 
all may understand the evil alluded to, and all know its features 
when they see them. If a man steals a thing, let it be so under- 
stood; and donotsayheA;o(7^e^.it as the manner of some is. Oall- 
lag an eyil by a false name, whether to magnify or diminish its 
enormity is hypocracy, and prophesying in "soft terms" when' 
rough ones ought to be used, is unscriptural — Isah, 30, 10. 

But some will say the author of the following numbers is too 
general in his remarks : he blends the innocent with the guilty. 
To this remark, we reply, he is writing upon the general char- 
acter of a certain class, and applying a general rule, and though 
indeed their may be exceptions to his general rales as there are 
to all general rules, y^ he is doubtless correct in the main, and 
with this understanding, he has no farther apology to make. 

Again, some will object to the following numbers, because they 
seem to proscribe a class of men simply because of their profes- 
sion. To this we reply, the fault lies in the observer and not in 
the thing itself." There is no proscription of any man simply 
because of his profession, but his proscription arises from thia 
in carrying out his profession, his sayings and doings run counter 
to the interests of community ; and it is for this counter action of 
the general interest he is proscribed, and not because of his pro- 
fession. A man may profess what he pleases with impunity, 
provided his actions are knoton to be good, but if his actions are 
evil, and he is condemned for his evil actions, do not say he it 
condemned for his profession. This is lying in the broad sense 
of the word. 

I admit, says another objector, ** that the Lawyer's pecuniary 
interests do clash with the general interest of all other classes 
and tlwir practices for personal gain and glory are pernicious^ 
beyond calculation ; and thus far, they ought not to be represen- 
ted : but as citizens, their interests are common with other citi- 
zens, and if one is represented on thia account, the other ought, 
to be.'' This is true in part : but it is true in whole, that he 
who represents the people as citizens will represent tbe Lawyer 
too ; and if He represents the people with fidelity, and conse- 
quently to their greatest interest in his power, he will represent 
the citizen-lawyer with fidelity ,and consequently to his greatest 
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interest) ati4/ ti^jpe|fr^.^tli will: -be «qn ally represented; for ac- 
«4;^diTig to the prelh^iS^^ th^r iitter^ste are mutual, and one* cao- - 
4iot be represented;^ vfUWut*'tbe otber, nor one be dealt well by 
without the otber.b^ng dealt ^^U. by* , A family that has a mem- 
ber in it; whose ifttereot^is iiiwa;y6'at,.war with the interest ot the 
family should jcut dff: that member,' ,ot else cbauge his interests 
end inake them one with.' the familes^ otherwise^ strife will reign 
forever, .and of the ^vils that follow there wiU be no end. But 
in ^he 'case of the Lawyers, their interests can never be made to ^ 
.harmonize wil^ the interestsi of community, and for this reasoq, 
their representati^re influence should be cqt off. See No. 3. 

Fpr the want of a better pla^e, permit nie just here to suggest . 
to the people the propriety, of securing the services of some 
competent manto edit a paper, entitled The People's Advocate, 
(or bearing some other appropriate name) through which all mal- 
practice in office, and all mis-doings of the public servants in 
whatever capacity they act shall be exhibited; and for this paper 
to be conducted with fidelity to the public good, regardless qf 
^arty of any description : let^t also contain all manner pf gener-. 
al and useful information upon other aulgeets, so as to be as in- 
teresting as possible, and let those persons who wish to take a 
paper embracing general infof mation, unbiased by partyisn^and 
one that faithfully and constantly advocates the people's rights 
against all manner of sophistry and abuse> take this paper in 
preference to any other. This idea is suggested because it has 
been with the utmost difficulty to get any portion of the following 
nun^bers published through the. common journals of the day. 
Every body acknowledges with all frankpess the propriety and 
coiTectness of the sentiments couched in them, yet the editors % 
as is too much the case, with many other people are afraid to exr 
press their sentiments publicly, "lest the Lawyers should, be 
mad.'^ And what evil can you combat that the offender will' 
not "be mad ]" But besides this reason for suggesting this id^a, 
. therp is apother one equally weighty, which is this : there is a 
Lawyer connected either directly or remotely with - almost alt/ 
* our newspaper presses, and like all other selfish beings, they wiil 
tell all the good about themselves, but let the bad alone. One 
id^a more, and these remarks will close: in reading this pamphlet, 
^ read impartially, weigh honestly, and act for eternity. 

JOHN W. PITTS. 



To TSE Editors qV tbe '■ 

Gbntlemek :— In- a itry which 

is professed to be a cot mes every 

patriot to watch with je, , and to le- 

port forthwith every evU principle t? practice In vogue, 
that tends in the least tobnng it into gisfidage. Under a 
sense .of this duty, I feel ]t incurabenl en me to notify the 
public, fhn^gn the mediuiji of your very valuable and 
, widely citcuTating paper, of a -practixie in our country 

•which, if it has nqt already absorbed the- cufrent of out; 
liberties, is tending rapidly to it-; -and as this communica- 
tion is intended expressly for the public good, I desire 
that you ^nd all the editors in the State will weigh well the 
matter couched in it, and use 'aU laudable means to arrest 
the evil, and to put a stop to that stone_w]jich is rolling reck- 
lessly through the land, desolating city and hamlet, people 
and liberty, and casting all indiscriminately and relentless- 
ly into an unfathomable grave. The time has arrived, and 
now is, when silence becomes criminal, and when every 
one who can speak a word, or perform a deed, for the relief 

, of his country, is called to action. Let not timidity deter, 
nor selfishness neutralize our energies, but let all be awake_ 
and all zealous iti his country's good, and determined in 
the suppression of evil. 

The sin to which I allude is the exceeding lameness of 
our laws. We profess to live in a free country, and to be 
heirs of hbcrty, when in reality there is nothing more false, 
nothing more untrue : indeed, it is a libel upon the terras. 
But whilst we have to gaze upon and mourn over the vis- 
age of our altnost deceased freedom, and to listen with 
horror to the knell of departed liberty, the consoling thought 
arisesj a remedy is at hand : and may the God of Heaven 

^help us to apply it. If I understand the term correctly, 
Liberty m (Ac pou'cr of enjoying rights wil/tout paying for 
• Mem; After the indispensable claims of a government ar? 
satisfied, ii' impartial justice awards $100 to me, for pro- 
perty, damage, or any thing else, that hundred dollars are 
mine to all intents and purposes ; and for the same reaeoa 
that any other property is mine. And if I have to pay a 
portion of that hundred dollars in order to get the remain- 
der, I. certainly pay tribute; and yet such is unfortunately 
the case in all the laws of Georgia- I burn a man's com ■ 
house, and thereby, according to the verdict of an impsHF* 
tial and sworn jury, damage ihe man $500 ; he cannot, by 

.the laws of Georgia, realize the verdict. He must pay a 
tribute of $150 to a lawyer for pleading for him. Again, 
you hold my note for $1,000 for value received. I confess 
the claim to be just; yet you cannot collect it by the laws 
X)f Georgia without paying a tribute of fifty dollar^ to a 
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lawyer. Again, I defraud you out of property to the 
amout of $1,000 5 it is well known by some, verily believ- 
ed by others, and sworn to by yourself, to have been ob- 
tained by fraud ; yet by the laws of Georgia you cannot 
receive the amount of me without paying $200 to a lawyer. 
Again^ a man wills his property in truth and verity accor- 
ding to justice ; but some one of the heirs imagines it ought 
to have been dealt out difierently, and institutes a suit for a 
change of the dividends ; the innocent as well as the guil- 
ty must fee a lawyer, and thus the estate is consumed by 
the lawers. . 

Thesfe are a few of the thousands of parallel cases that 
happen every year in Georgia. Now let us examine the mat-' 
ter. In the first three examples given, we suppose the ca- 
ses to have been decided according to equity, and for the 
claimants to have received from the defendants the amount 
of their claims ; consequently they have received $1,600. 
Out of this sum, they pay the lawyers $400 ; 1600—400^=^ 
1200 to the claimants, when justice had awarded them the 
fuU J1600. Now in order for the claimants to realize the 
just claims of $1600, they must receive $2,000 from the 
defendants : $2,000—400—1,600. But justice says de- 
.fendants owe only $1,600, and cost of suit ; and to exact 
$2,000 from them will be $400 too much ; and you had 
as well exact that amount from any other person or per- 
sons : for when defendant shall have satisfied the demands 
of justice, he becomes an innocent person. He has atoned 
to the law for violating its sacred ties, in paying the cost of 
the suit ; he has satisfied the demand of the claimant ; and 
who has any right to demand any thing more ? Yet the 
$400 must be paid ; and who has it to pay ? The claim*- 
ant out of his rightftil demands and rightful property has 
It to pay ; and to whom ? To the lawyer. Why, what 
has the lawyer done to entitle him tp any part of the claim- 
ant's property ? Why, he read the law, and made that 
profession his study ; and it was^taken for granted by the 
people, that he was better qualified to make laws for the 
good of community than a man of any other profession ; 
consequently, the people sent him to the Legislature to en- 
act laws for them ; and what is the result? He leaves th© 
interest of his confiding constituents out of mind ; consults 
his own individual interest; makes the laws as complica- 
ted as his ingenuity can devise ; come home and declares 
he has done the best he could for the land ; and yet the 
laws are so complicated that no conjuror can ferret them, 
nor any two lawyers agree upon one point. With this 
much fair speech be approaches the gentleman, and ob- 
serves : ** Mr. Claimant, your cases require much mental 
labor and talk, but I will nevertheless attend to them for 
$400. The sum is small for cases so complicated, but I 



tbiiak I can gain them ; at all events I will do my best." 
The claimant admits the laws to be complicated,^ and sees 
himself placed between two losses, $1,600 and $400 ; and 
as a wjise man he chooses the least. 

We learn from this how it is that the lawyer becomes 
entitled to the $400 of the claimant's money. In short it 
is claimed on the ground of bis infidelity, his ingenuity in 
framing laws without meaning, his little anecdotes to the 
jurors, and his palcwering upon points that have no bearing 
upon the case under debate. 

Thus milliom of dollars are annually thrown away upon 
.tL class in community, who, if they were awarded accord- 
ing to their sayings and doings, would live in a fine brick 
house with a l^ne brick wall around it. Many a poor va- 
grant lives on bread and water, and sleeps in the Peniten- 
tiary, that never did half the mischief to society that many 
of these honorable Esquires have done. And if the flood 
of evil is not stayed, every other class in community will 
be consumed with utter destruction. ' A poor tailor saves a 
few dollars together over the midnight lamp; and the 
next morning it is demanded of him by a lawyer to defend 
him in a case that he is a perfect stranger to. The farmer 
may delve in brier-beds and swamps until the last drop of 
sweat excludes from his melting frame, in order to support 
his family, or to provide for himself in his grey hairs ; and 
the whole of it is demanded the next hour by a lawyer to 
rescue it from a robber who was detected in stealing it the 
night before. The pathetic cry of the perishing orpnan for 
bread restrains not the avaricious hand of the attorney ; 
but his ears to the mournful tale are deaf as to the zephyr 
of a distant clime, that passes unheeded and unknown. 
Known assassins, high-way robbers, and midnight thieves, 
are all sustained against justice, with all the eloquence and 
zeal worthy of.a better cause ; and all right, nothing wrong! 
vjrhen if the same doings and sayings had been done and 
expressed by a saint, he would be considered ac^^essory \ 

J. W. PITTS. 



No. 2 

Messrs, Editors: — In my first number I endeavored to 
show the people that there is an evil in the land which, from 
its numerous and impressive tracks, has well nigh oblitera- 
ted the features of liberty from our countrv ; and if it is 
not soon arrested in its vagaries, we shall have reason to 
mourn over our supineness with the mourning of Haddadrim- 
mon in the valley of Megeddo. I endeavored also, to show 
that this evil originated from the circumstance of entrust- 
ing our law making business to the hands of lawyers. In 
this number I shall prescribe a remedy for the evil; and 
which, if applied according to prescription, will eflTectually 
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remove the evil in future^ and restore the current of liberty 
to its native channel. 

The subject under consideration in these numbers, is in 
my estimation one of the first magnitude ; and it ^ould 
ehcit in its cause not only the heart, but the pen arid lips. of 
every freeman. Indeed, when I consider the iaVages* qoiie 
by it, the desolations wrought by its angry foot, ^ldi;|uence 
plays around my pen, impatient to be loosed from its con-' 
fines, that it may lay hold upon the monster and quelT Wm, 
in his lair. But I suppress its anxiety, and bid it hush arid 
be still, and let reason do the wor6 of reason. We want 
no show, no display of words in this matter, no rules of 
Rhetoric observed, no halo of eloquenca to 5azzle the ob- 
server. <fe.. 

The remedy is simply this : Let the people of each coun* 
ty in the State assemble at a convenient time in their re- 
spective districts, and elect delegates to meet in general 
convention at the court-house inthe*county in which tfai^y 
live, for the purpose of nominating candidates for the Leg- 
islature ; let these delegates be instructed by their constit- 
uents not to nominate a lawyer under any circumstances ; 
and if one shpuld be nominated, not to vote for him.— 
When these delegates shall have assembled in general con- 
vention at the court-house, let these salutary injunctions be 
repeated by some competent member of the body, or by 
some other person selected by them, or by their constitu- 
ei|ts for that purpose ; and let this individual state also his 
reasons for thus acting. Make it also his province and 
duty to lay before the convention a synopsis of the laws of 
the land, and the burdens under which we, our fathers, 
and our father's fathers, have groaned from time itomemo- 
rial up to this hour. Let him also show that these evils are 
founded in tl^e influence which the lawyers wield^in the 
Legislature; and if their wily sports are not checked, we 
shedl soon be hostages to destruction and the joint heirs of ruin. 

With this picture before them, the will of their constitu- 
ents, their own interests, the interests of their children and 
of their children's children, of their country and of millions 
unborn, will prompt them to do right? and in so doing, they 
will leave the names of lawyers off their tickets; and whom- 
soever the delegates nominate let the people support. 

In their nomination I would recommend them to nom- 
inate farmers, mS^inly for the following reasons, and for ma- 
ny others of a like kind, which I have not time now to state: 
In the first place, they constitute a large majority of the pop- 
ulation; and in representing them a majority of the people 
will be represented; secondly, they are the most important 
class in community, because all other classes, from the 
king upon his throne to the shoe black upon his stool, are 
dependent upon them; thirdly* their numbers and occupa- 



tion ensure the most talent; and in representing, them you 
. represent the wisdom of the land; and for the same reasons 
you pepfesent the physical strength, the beauty, the merits 
a»d the, virtue of the country. Not with them as with oth- 
er classes in society, virtue is the natural consequence of 
fertoihg/.'.Whe farmer's baser thoughts and passions aie 
paralleled by his attention to his stock, his furrowed fields, 
his \yaving corn and stately ear. He listens with pleasure 
to-^he murmuring stream, the chirping songster as he bounds 
along the greenj he views with delight the flowery mead, 
ihe clouds gliding in successive flakes along the high and 
holy heaven^ the4ightning streaming down the azure vault; 
and listening to ^ae distant thunders, his soul rises aloft to 
the skies to ims the. hand that bid it roll. The tulip and 
the daisy are his, and **the cattle upon a thousand hills." 
With these associates and comforts around him, he has no 
need ;ior time to conjure harm to his fellow, or to plan 
Bt4iemes of self-aggrandizement. He stands already on 
the pihna.cle of enjoyment and of glory, and envies not the 
king upon his throne. These are the hands in which the 
destinies of a nation may be committed with safety, and the 
result prove beneficial to all. And shall these ecstacies in 
a holy cjalliijg, an<! these depositories of virtue and fidelity, 
be unrepresented in our laws? Forbid! ye powers that be, 
forbid!- 

I repeat it, the farmers are the bone and sinew of the 
world. When they prosper aU other classes prosper vdth 
them, and when they decline, 'tis felt by all the people 
through all the land. Suppose them all to die, or to cease 
their calling, want and nakedness would stride frorti sea to 
sea, and from shore to shore ; the great earth hep- 
self would begirt her in mourning, and the winds that now 
beer in their bosoms the seeds of joy and sustenance to the 
disconsolate and perishing orphan would howl in despair. 
But perhaps it will be urged by some that the farmers, 
have never made pohtical matters and law their study, 
and therefore they cannot legislate upon* matters so intri- 
cate. To this I reply, that laws and poHtics, when drifting 
ttlong their natural channel, are as easily understood as the 
ordinary transactions of neighbor with neighbor; and if on 
inspection they are found to be otherwise, it is because they 
• have been perverted from their ancient course, and render- 
ed intricate for speculation. In proof of this I refer you 
to Washington, Franklin, Wm. Henry Harrison, and a 
host of others, who never saw a law book; yet whose say- 
ings and doings have immortality won, and established them 
a character for ability in all departments of state, that 
shall stand plumed in perpetual day, whilst thousands of 
jurists shall lie "covered in shameful spewing." 

J. W. PITTS. 
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Gbno^lemen: — ^In my seeotj A 'njiml^r,*. I presented the 
people of our State with a written prescription for the sin 
of the land, to wit: for the insufferalbie evils under whick 
we labor from the insufferable laws by which we are gov- 
etned, I also urged upon them the necessity of departing 
from the old beaten way in subsequent elections, and to 
commit the moulding of their laws in future to the hands of 
formers mainly, as the only successful means of avoiding 
impending ruin, and of perpetuating liberty to their offspring* 
In this number I shall give them my reasons for advising 
this course. 

It is customary with the great mass of the people, and 
has been from time out of mind, to follow the fashions of 
the world rather than to lead in them^ and as in dress and 
in etiquette, so in pohtics and in law, the cdstom has prevail- 
ed. The result is, the people have not attained to that de- 
gree in knowledge, in many matters, to which they might 
have attained by leading instead of following. Of the 
truth of this remark we need no stronger proof than is ex- 
emplified by the inefficiency of our laws. The most of 
our laws, and many of our customs, are founded on foreign 
laws and customs, where the laws were originally made by 
the parties in power; and in order to establish and to perpetu- 
ate, the strong arm, the interest of the populace was often 
overlooked by the lawgivers, and such laws were enacted by 
them as served best to answer the purposes of ambition; and 
very often they adopted customs of their own making as 
laws of the land. But however weU this course may be 
received in monarchical governments, where the people's 
bands are tied and their mouths closed, it is difficult ta 
trace its benefits in a free country. Amongst these very 
sage transcripts from these blooded countries, may be num»- 
bered the anomalous spirit of so interweaving with the laws 
the webs of mystery and technicalities, as to render them 
perfectly inexplicable to men of ordinary minds and attain- 
ments. The corisequences are, men of this grade cannot 
attend to the most simple case in a court of chancery with- 
out hiring an assistant to interpret and prescribe for them* 
Now to suppose that in a republican goveniment the laws 
cannot be so simplified that men can transact their business 
in a common court without appending the wages of a hirer 
ling to their skirts, is to suppose that justice cannot take 
place in the institutions of the people; an idea at direct va- 
riance with the common sense of every freeman, and an ab- 
surdity, in my estimation, that mocks rivalry and sets des- 
cription at defiance. The question, then, will very natu- 
rally arise: if the laws can be made so that men can get 
their rights without payiijg for them, why are they not 
made so? In other words, if justice can be made to take 
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place by tbe laws of ^.(^g»i* why, is it not done ? The an- 
swer is ready : it j^ Bec£^Hs6 of. ihe influence of a very 
prominent and powerful party iii.our legislature, whose in- 
terest it is to confuse eyery thing that is distinct, and blot 
over every thirig that is fair in the law making departn^ent, 
disorder that they may live by the disorders that follow. — 
Who, then, is thiq Sampson party? They are the Lawyer^ 
of the land : the men with whom was intrusted the impor- 
tant, and sacred duty of making the laws, and who, by 
their acceptance of the appointment, tacitly agreed to 
make them plain and easy to be understood, and eiffectual 
in dealing out justice to every man without tax or tithes; 
but who, in the great hall of state, forgot their promise, and 
30 constructed the laws as to enrich themselves and to beg- 
gar the people. 

My first reason, then, for advising a change in our rep»- 
resentation is, the old members are too forgetful; too forget- 
ful of the people's interest, and too mindful of their own. 

Secondly, they are too fond of long prices for their ser- 
vices in the legislature, and waste too much of the people's 
time and paper in scribbling their names and in writing 
electioneering letters to their constituents, when they ought 
to be correcting the evils of their past doings, and planning 
schemes to save the State from insolvency. 

Thirdly, they are too learned in law jugglery for these 
days of degenerate wizardry. With such dexterity do 
they frequently draw their magic wand between law and 
justice, that no heathen god nor civil judge can determine 
upon a verdict. In such a case, the point in debate must 
be determined by the decision in other circuits. If no de- 
cision ha^ been made before on a parallel case by any 
judge, or if such decision has never been heard of, the 
matter must be referred to the convention of judges. Un- 
der these contingencies, how is an individual to know whe- 
ther to institute a suit, or to defend one, as the case may be? 
In one circuit, the case is decided in the affirmative; in an- 
other, it is decided in the negative; in a third, it is decided 
according to law; in a fourth according to equity; and in 
a fifth case, it is brought before a convention of judges, 
who, after properly weighing the matter among themselves, 
under a mighty cloud of cigar smoke and spatter of amber 
upon the State carpet, it is announced, " Thus it must be." 

Fourthlyr— the very nature of their calling is so opposite . 
to the good will, harmony and prosperity of thd people, 
that their interests must forever stand at daggers* points. 
It is the interest of the lawyer to excite strife, confusion, 
and debate; it is the interest of the people to maintain 
peace, order and harmony. It is the interest of the lawyer 
Id mingle in the laws the shades of utter darkness; it is the 
interest of the people to shed upon them the beams of Uv- 
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ing li^ht. It is the inteirpst of the lawyer to multiply and ^ 
magnify courts; it is the interest of the people to curtailQp.nd 
diminish these tax offices. 

With these conflicting interests, it is folly in high places to 
suppose that lawyers will represent the people with fidelity; 
it IS more reasonable to appoint a merchant to assess the ex*, 
penses of his customers, a wolf te guard sheep, or t^e .devil 
tO'Win souls to Christ: their interests are not more opposite, 
nor can the results be more fatal. But if their n^isddings in 
the legislature were all the sins laid to their charge, they 
might flatter themselves .with a distant hope of pardon, and 
the people might flatter themselves with a distant hope of ^ 
better things; but their conduct at home is equally revolting 
to the interest of the people, an4 disgraceful to the moral' 
precepts. With a deal of law knowledge in their heads, 
they will draw up a bill for a client, and draw it up wrong; 
the result is, the client is nonsuited, and has a heavy bill of 
dosts to pay! No abatement in the fee; O no; the lawyer is 
not accountable .for his inadvertency or ignorance, as other 
men; he laughs at the idea of an abatement. Again: they 
will counsel a client to pursue a certain course under certain 
circumstances; he pursues it; the consequences soon an- 
nounce his ruin, ancl the only consolation or remuneration he 
receives from his lawyer is, "The die is cast, it is too late to 
help it how." 

With this budget of iniquity upon their shoulders, what ' 
shadow of righthavethey to the confidence of the people as 
lawgivers? If any man can see any, he must do it through 
lawyers' specs; for I confess that with ^ood eyes, aided by 
a powerful microscope, I cannot discern the least particle; 
but on the contrary, the noonday sun in a cloudless sky is 
not more visible to me, than the utter ruin of the people if 
lawyer legislating is not stopped. 

J. W. PITTS. 



No. 4. 
Gentlemen: — In my preceding numbers, I gave it as 
my opinion that lawyers ought never to be sent to the legist 
lature as Representatives of the people, but that the peo* 
pie should take their matters in their own h?Hids, atid 
commit their legislative business in future into the hands of 
farmers, whose interest it is to make good laws, and to main- 
tain them inviolate. I also gave a synopsis of my reasons 
for thus Yhinking and acting. I shall devote this number to 
a comparison of the life and usefulness of each of these 
classes, in order that the people may determine the more 
readily upon the correctness of the views given, and upon 
their own course in future life. In this number, liowevdr, 
it cannot be expected that a full account of all the difier- 
ences and shades of difference which exist between them 
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* will be developecJVtbis would be too Jieavy a tax upon the 
wrifeis, upon the reader, and upon the columns of your pa- 
per. Consequently, I shall content myself wjth drawing 
only so many of the outlines of, each, as will show that 
there is a difference in the life and usefulness of the par- 
ties. 

^Permit me,, then, to begin with the lawyers, a class in 
ipQmmuoity whose genteel appearance in the general, and 
whose mentaj labours and zeal, if charitably directed, 
would entitle ihem to the respect and affections of all, and 
to the aspersions of none. 

< ^ This class constitutes the law-making corps of tlie State, 
and are the directors of all cases in chancery^ and in all 
courts of lawl They give the rulesr by which the people 
axe to be governed, and then take the direction of all mat- 
ters in their owii hands, for the purpose of seeing that these 
rules are observed. And in order to ensure the directing 
of matters themselves, they make the rules exceedingly 
prolix and difficult to be understood, so that no class can 
comprehend them, or attend to matters under their rules, 
but they themselves. The result is, they become, vety 
wise in management, and live a very bustfing busy life in 
Other men*s conceinsf, which entitles them to high emi- 
nence iii life, and to great influence in community. So 
much so, indeed, that they frequently flatter themselves 
that they are the only "salt of the earth," and constitute 
all that portion of society that is called No. 1. They also 
live in fine houses, ride in splendid sulkies, and far« 
"sumptuously every day." Hence, they are considered by 
some to be me ruzbobs of the couptry, and by others ^hp 
Ruhhins of , the land. With these distinctions and powers 
in hapd, they of course become in^ some sprt privileged 
characters, to say and do what they please, and charge 
what they please for what they say and do, "and* none 
dare to molest or to make them afraid/' , It is upon these 
grpunds that they make laws so prolix and complicated as 
not to he understood, and chai;ge the people five dollaj:s 
per day whilst they are at it* It is also upon these grdunds 
whilst in the Legislature, that they waste so much of the 
people'^ time and paper in scribbling their names, and in 
writing electioneering letters to their constituents, when 
they ought to be correcting the evils of their past doings, 
and in planning schemes to save the State from insolvency. 
Upon these grounds, also, they charge^ec^ for giving coun- 
sel in case oCa difficulty between neighbors, and that they 
get money from hoth pUdntiff" and defendant in collecting 
debts. In short, it is on these grounds, that the laws of 
Georgia cannot dispense justice, and that the people pay a 
tribute of miUiona every year to a swarm of drones in the 
. fcuid. Upon the whole, they are very great folks, and 
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judging from their high looks, their lofty strides and won- 
derful deeds, one would imagine they are the descendants 
of a royal race of giants. 

But in all their greatness, and in aH their mighty doings 
and sayipgs, there- seems to be a vein of selfishiiess lurking 
ai the bottom, which gives the whole a smutty appearance, 
and converts all their glory into shame, and their sophistry 
into a humbug. A ^ee is the soul of all their thoughts^ the 
nucleus around which their actions play, and the incentive 
of all their manoeuvering in the legislature and at the bar. 
Every ihing else is a sort of political and legal hoax^ to 
blind the people and to ^11 them into self seGurity.r 

For a fee, tnere is nothmg too good to.be upset, and noth- 
ing too bad to be sustained! For a fee, innocent widows 
and helpless orphans may be turned out uf the hospitable 
dome oi comfort and plenty, without bread to support them 
or shelter to protect them from the pelting storm! For a 
fee, known assassins, highway robbers and midnight thie^ves 
can be wrested from the grasp of justice, and turned loose 
on an unsuspecting world, to spoil the fortunes of the un- 
wary, and to glut themselves with the blood of innocence! 
For a fee, they will scramble over the fortunes of the de- 
ceased, like hyenas over the graves of the deadi F6r a fee 
the Sabbath of the Lord may be violated with impunity, 
and the strongest. moral ties broken with indifference in th6 
sanctuaiy of God ! ! In short, there is no crime, howev^t 
flagrant, that cannot, for a fee, enlist on its side all the pow- 
ers of the barf And for all this high-handed wickedne^ss 
without a model or a parallel, what do they plead in justifi- 
tiou ? Custom ! ! ! Customs of foreign countries,, and 
laws of their own making! What an omnipotent apology!-^ 
What is it that it cannot atone for? With. this apology, 
Hea^jen may be sacked with impunity — the God of nature 
dethroned, and all creation **crushed as a motli.'* 

But if any benefit is to be derived to us by borrowing 
customs from monarchical governments, let us not stop at 
this petty transcript; but let us copy the whole routine of 
customs in these blooded lands, and, thereby reap all the 
blessings to be derived from the custom* of these standard 
nations. Let us set us up a king, before whose majesty Ihe 
people may bow the suppliant knee, and receive acceptance 
of his highness by a pat of his royal hand upon their beads. 
Let us have Princes, and Earls, and Dukes, and Lords, and 
Lord Viscounts, as they have, in order tliat our sons, like 
theirs, may, when all other commendations fail them, 
plead the blood of ancestry, in justification of crime and ot 
gain. 

Having considered the worth of lawyers to individuals, 
let us now consider their importance to* communities. To 
this end, let us suppose them all to Hie in a mtoment: who 
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besides their regpective families, would sustain any loss? 
What charitable institution would be ruined? What great 
fountain of general good would be broken up? What class 
in conimunity, li^ithering under the disaster, would pine 
away and die? If any, name it ye who.can, for I know of 
none; ^uton the contrary, jus^tice, released from its ancient 
bed of ctjnfihement, ,would ris^ and shout for joy; illumina- 
tions could be no longei;' cpnfined to their benighted cells, 
but would spring up in resplendent glory every where, and 
the artillery of liberty would thunder through the laud, wel- 
^ome jubilee! » 

We will next proceed to the farmer*^ case; and enquire 
^hat they have done to entitle them to distinction? To this 
interrogatory, we beg leave to point to one peculiar trait in 
their history, which is, they always "leave the string of their 
latch outside/' in order thereby to show that they think 
* t)f others as well as of themselves. Another is, they live in 
"log cabins," travel on foot when they go abroad,* and sub- 
sist oh hdg and dumpling: marks that will forever desig- 
nate them fr6m the lawyers, as long as their present rela- 
tions exist; Their iiidustiy iis another feature in their life, 
that has made the "desert rejoice and blossom as the rose, 
and the wilderness and ^e solitary plg^be glad;'* and by it 
th^y Ijave establi^ed for themselves a monument of immor- 
tality in £he affections and coofideace of the world, (m which 
ages npon ages have spent their corroding influences in 
vain to destroy. Want and distress fly before them, and 
peace and plenty follow in their traitu In the times of 
femine and nakedness, to the fanners are bent the eyes of 
levery classj and around their fields, assemble aU hopes of 
future good. Here «ire collected in otie general group, the 
king's hope, and the pesisant's hope, the ^atesman's hope, 
ttnd the meclmnic's hope, the aged man's hope and the in- 
fant's hope, the ministpr's and the people's hc^e. In 
other matters, they may widely differ; but io this, they all 
agree, that our hopes. upon the farmer be. The waters ate 
strewed with their productions, and the land abounds in 

S)lenty from the tiller's toils* The great and the small ate 
ed from their tables, and the dfcstitute and naked are cloth- 
ed by iheir hands. Their beneficence, like the winds, com- 
pass sea and land, and encircle within their embraces. all 
the needy and their wants. For them the forests yield 
th^ir rich supplies of beauty and odours, to cheer them in 
their labors to sustain the poor. Without them, the earth 
w^ould beccHne a wilderness, and the ocean a stagnant pool. 
Without them, consternation, and despair would seize up- 
on every countenance, and descdation and ruin would croak 
from pole to pole. But for them, earth's colossal pillars 
would bend beneath the mass of consequential ruins, and 
the world would from its orbit fly. J. W. PITTS. 
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No. 6. . ' . . 

Oentlbmen— In ray fourth number, I discussed the 
cotnparative usefuhiess of lawyers and farmers to the con>'- 
munity. In this, I shall discuss, in some tort, the ability of 
the people to carry oh the various businesses of govern- 
ment without the aid of the bar. This we do, "not to exalt 
other classes of society above their measure," nor to dis- 
parage lawyers iu the opinipn of the people, nor to do their 
glory harm, (for they too have their wise men and scribes, 
the counsellor and chief captains;) but we do it in order 
to show that with all their learning, dignity and boasted 
ability to direct the helm of governmental affairs, other 
classes are "not a wit behind the very chiefest of them." 
Indeed, we might challenge them with much boldness, to 
produce from their ranks such patterns of ability and 
merit, as may be reswlily selected from other classes. • We 
might, for example, ask where are their patriarchs Abraham, 
pious Lot, Noah, who rode upon the flood, and Moses, who 
waded the sea? Which pf them ever did more exploits 
than the son of Jesse, or graced the throne with more dig- 
nity than Solomon, or walked with God longer than Enoch, 
or replenished the widow's "pot of oil" like EUsba, or rode 
to IJeaven in a chariot of fire like Elijah, or gave better 
eousel than Ahithophel, whose Counsel was like the coun- 
sel of Grod? Which of them ever wrapped himself up in 
the flames of a "burning furnace, heated seven times hotter 
than it was^ wont to be," and "on whose garments th6re 
was not found even the smell of fire," like Shadfach, Mesh- 
sck and Abednago, or solved the mysteries of kings like 
Daniel, or wrote the lives of men before they were conceiv- 
ed, like Isaiahf Who amongst them oyer "pierced the 
hearts of three thousand souls," in a few short words, "and 
turned them from darkness to light, and from, the power of 
Satah unto God," like the fisherman? Th^y may indee,d 
boast of their exploits with the tale, but which of them ever 
slew a thousand' Philistines with the jaw. bqne, of an ass, 
like Sampson, or circumnavigated the earth before Mag- 
ellpn, or cUscovered a continent like Columbus, or "weigh- 
ed the stars" like Newton, or tuned the lightnings of Hea- 
ven to the notes of Castalid, like Franldin*^ Where is their 
¥ancauson, Kempelen, Duncan, Watt, Fulton, Canova, 
Babbg^e, Guttengen and SchoflTer; their Cadmus, Gibbon, 
Voltaire, RoUin, Pope, Hqmer, and Johnson; their Archim- 
edes, Eaphdel, Ledyard, Cuvier, Davy, Nicbuher, Canning, 
Whitebread, Wilberforee, Zoega, Sulley, Omar, Pompfl, 
Bichlieu and Talleyrand?. All these and a thousand more, 
whose names can be jn^ntioned with equal facility and 
ease, have, by their godly ^amplea, pious precepts, wise 
counsels, chivalrous feats, inventions, discoveries, writings, 
speeches and adventures, rendered essential service to th^ir 
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coun^nr and the world, fotr which all nations, in return, have 
agree4 to render their names immortal; and yet hot one of 
themi is a lawyef. We might proceed to ask what lawyer 
was k that delivered Egypt and the world from famine^ in 
the days of the servant Josephf What lawyer was it that 
delivered Rome frdm the fary of ^Tarqnin, in the daysTof 
Bcutus; and istgairi, from the -Squi, and the spoilings of 
Spurius Marlins, in the days of Cincitinat^is, the piougHmah? 
Ife you recollect the name of th^ lawyer who "bought the 
freedom fef Rome with iron not with gold," jfrom Brenhus, 
the Senndiiian Gaul> in the days of the' exile Caiftiihis, or 
the one who delivered her from the pirates and famine in 
the days of Poiiipey , aiid again from the ^rasp of Hannibal, 
and the black and "foul fingers df the Afncans of Carthage 
in the. time of Scipio? 'Have you any recollection of 
the lawyers that mingled in the fight between the osten- 
tatious Bakziet and Tam.erlahei oh the plains of Pharsalia, 
wlxen the former was overthrown, arid Europe delivered 
from Tijirkish chains? iDo you recollect the namfes of the 
lawyers, around Sybase crests was entwined the wreath of 
jltnfiaortality, at Marathon, Therrddpylae', FlatJpea, and Sala- 
nus, in the days cff* Miltiades, Leonidas,. Pausanius, Aristi- 
d^^j and Themistocles; aiid who, by their valbf, delivered 
^ribece from the i^nprovoked usurpations and oppression of 
Xerxes an4^the Persians? Yotf doubtless remember The- 
ophrastuis, *'fhe' divinifi orator," and the lav(^yer SamuelV who 
anoipted Saul," and **Mordecai, who sat at the ki'ng^s 
gate," but have you any recollection of Esq. Aslrori, the son 
i>f -Aniram^ and his exploits on the flelrf Zoan? Do "you 
reinem^bej' the ^notty casein that Lawyer NelsOnV Parry's 
cabin boy, terminated, at.the courts of Trafalgar and the 
PJile, and. the difficult suits of Socrates in Athene? What 
lawyer wpi^ it that drifted from Corsica to Prance,' arid a^ 
tietv^ai'ds scrambled to ^ledizzy apex of the political moun- 
tain of Eiir<^> . and iwrvped the costs upon his opponents 
throughout Europe^ Palestitie and Egypt, and finally' had 
the cost of all his suits thrown back upon hitnselfiat Water- 
loo, by Esq, Arthur Wellesly, noW Lord Wellin^dn? The 
history ,of the lawyers selected by Napoleon to accompany 
and siistaih him» i\i his narrow, difficult atid dangerous path- 
way from the cottage to the palace, is friily interestittg; 
and so also is jthe histoiy of Alfred the Great, Sir William 
Wallace^ the Scotch patriot, and Bolivar, the South Amie- 
rican hero; but where is there concentrated in one small 
point of hums^n size, more dignity, wisdom, virtue, benev- 
olence tod patriotism, than was in the surveyor and **fath- 
er of his country," George Washington, Esq. 

But' it is needless to multiply examples of competency 
on the part of the people to transact business, and to con- 
duct their own affairs with decision and success. The hJa- 

• 2 



18 

I • 

tocy of aH countiies, ia all ages of the world, has abixn<Iant* 
If demohstrated fbe fact^ apd left it ydthout a doubt on the 

, mind of eveiy impartial observer* AH the Vici^tudes 
U^t have taken place in the world, from the dawn of let- * 
ters to tliis moment, show ability of mind and strength of 

< arm^ in the ranks of the peonle, to carry out the objects of 

ijdvemment,. whenever callea cm. Examine for yourselves 
^IbwH^tioeQa, and you will find that from your ^anks have 
mrang almost all die great^ and pious of the world; the 
&undei:s of ceknues and empires; vthe princ^Kd pioneefrs 
of iand a^d sea; the chiefs in council in war ^d peace, 
and UietU^ctbrsin all ^Him<^s that tond to try inen's souts*^^ 
In ow revolationary simjagler^ struggle it^ which such 
.odds were never seen bwjnc— how were if s perplexiti^ 
terminated; by whom yas the victory won, and by whose 
hands was the triumphant flag erected? ^o say nothing 
of Warren, whose glory covers Bunker Hifl, and Putnam, 
and Marion^ and Mouldie, and Morgap, and maoy otheirst 
whose bodies now £11 the warrior's, and the statesman'^ 
grave. After "(Washington had triumphed, wais^ be permit* 
ted to rptire to mount Vernon, and to rest &(«a his lajbp^s 
>mou the field of his youthf No. I'he uoanimous; voice 
01 his countrymen called him again and again u> the pre^- 
deatial chair, to adjust the difficulties that then existed in 
the government, ^nd to suppress any tha^ might ^^teiiipt to 
nse^ lyluch no. lawyer, of the hundred's that ^tood around 
was con^dered competent. to do. A fflprious Wreath. for 
the peasanta's brow! du^ he died, and the government fell 
into the hands <>f a traiii of wise and virtuous lawyers; aqd 
how soon, oh! how boot, was it involved in an inextricaUe 
Bfiu^^ and difficulties momitain high! , the public credit lo$it, 
trepidation seized upon the peoj^e from north to' south, 
and from east to west; consternation coyered the faces of 
, chia^ of departments; the ^nanciers 0ed from the appall- 
'ing scene' liround them, ajnd the voice of the piepple was- 
heard once more, **^ Jkrmer to tke helm agam.^. And 
strange to tell, tUrce strange to> tell, they selected one, who 
according to the saying of a respectable iBinority; was 'anpid 
granny^' *apetticoat wamor, *a mere *shadow ofa statesman,'' 
one tliat had "neither ability of body or of mind to ^tai^lor 
speak^ before the people." ¥et he was considered by a 
majority of the people more competent to discharge the du- 
ties of his high office, than any lawyer, at the bar! Do 
^ese facts teU any thing? If not, why all this faisting.and 
prayer; 4hese numerous badges of sorrow and death in the 
huad; this weeping like Racheal, and mourning and bitter* 
ness of Sai^l among the people, ^ one Jthat is in bitterness 
fcwr his fest bom?" Has some staunch brace of the bar 
been removed; some potent limb of the law fidlen from 
its ancient shaftf Not so* Wm. Henry Harrison, a prac- 



tical &n^er, worn down by 6 long jeHes of fmlifiotic ser- 
vices, is gone to- s^^ll the bosom of jAibrBbam and the 
ifisies of Heaveut ^*wheceotbe wicked ce^e fronilrotiiNimY 
and the weianr are at rest." 

But notwitaalanding 9II the varkms offices of gavern- 
.ment, fronkthe highest, to the lowe^jt, «ind f coai thesiost 
dignified to the nk»st humlide, ia^l the difietent coimtrii^ 
of; the eanh/and,ui all ages of the world, haye been filled 
tjjfriqe aad again fi^om the^ ranks of the coxmnBm pec^e, 
-wifk all that honor to thsDoselves apd pixifit- to the State, 
th^t could be askedtNT hoped fert, showing theceby a pro- 
iilindity of talent anioKngst them^ net fib ;be ^tpass wby any 
px>fession in the gvB^&, or out of/it, yet our oj^nents are 
wont tO'Say^ ^he people aife not ciompet^nt to transact tbetr 
business,'* "to legislaite for themsel^s."- What levity of 
thought! What^ subUm^ iblbr this! ^ Of aU the fhmtic no* 
tions ^f the Alchymist^ orcfdie deluded felbwers of Bar* 
choehebasi was th^e ^ever <me so wild tod furofligate? Tl^ 
4:lamou^ of the Jews for the Sayior's blood was tx&t mote 
tibe legitimate ofispri&g of prejudice! What sivonger ev|<- 
denoe of ability do ikey want? History iias dedai^ their 
^ competency a thousand times; the ^lendid monuments 
eiected to tbmr meiiiory ^throughout t^ wodi speak k in 
Linguc^ge unatterably vfamd; . the. dignities tbat now rest 
.upon tm simsof i^en ^ses, pro^lami it universally and to 
jm people. . What miraele, then, shall' be^wiought itt teati* 
mony of the iad^ Or whose voi^ vriH they. hear? • Tie 
-voice .^ the soiv of N^nf No, no» If what th^ have seen 
4md heardy and &it on this pointy^saot sufficient ^vid^oce 
tp convince thetb, m^her would the drying up of the Ked 
Sea« nxH' the showing of heavenly manna, nor tb& ^I^g 
back of the waves of Jordan, . nor the 4»rafJaMingis^ erf*- the 
i walls of JericO) nor the thunders^f Sinai^ norUie voice ^f 
\ one &>m the dmdi The imifibrtal Joshua mtg^t oomrti^id 
tdl^m to hear and ob^, and the sun might to obecbent to 
the ve^e of the nropb&f but they^ mqre omnipoient than he 
wouid roU heedlessly on, upoft the waves of dieir pieju- 
dioei 'till the Etemaf shall have riyeldd;their ruj:ii in the ne- 
thermost hell!! Oh prejudice, prejudice^ more invincible 
^an annies^ who shall cottquer. theei? / 

J. W- PITTS. 
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Gbntusbibn:-— in my fifth number I endeavored tasfaolv 

in soi{ie sort, that the, lawyers are no wiser than other peo- 

'iflLbf in this nundbear^ wermi^)t.shaw Uiat they are no better 

Ihan others; but as this pe^t admits of no dii^nle, we will 

rnot consume tkn0 to discuss iu The question &en arises, 

i]f the lawy^ss f^r^ no wiser nor better than other people, 

.how i^mf a it. t«( pass that they are blesse4 with pe^iuiso: 
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privileges and digttilfes above their fi^llowsf Wliy .is it 
d^t whibt other' ciassea of mankind, cm whose wisdon:) and 
energies ''all nalifmsy and' fongiies and peoj^e" subsist, 
are restricted in their words and actions to the. rules Of ver* 
ky wad right; these gmtry whose ha{^iaess and fortunes 
d^»end ujpon the wretchedness and ruin of other classes, 
.^re permitted to take reward a^[aitt8t the innoceinJi .- We 
know that they plead law.and custom in jus^ficaticnr— laws 
of their own making, and customs of ^eir own adopting; 
but if this k>gic is to >be ittobgniaed as-orthodox, away goes 
«U laws of God iind man, and all government on earth and 
in Heavens Yet siicb is the logic^f the bar, and such tfie 
pleadmgs of the advocates of Geoigia; In abjofxit .evbry 
suit instituted in our courts^ there is a right and a wrong 
aide; and in some'of tfaesecasesit requires the strictest sort 
of investigation to discriniSnate between the' good and the 
evil. Any angum^?^, therefore, , that tends to dispel the 
ckmds which snrbod these subjects in mystery, and to ma^ 
bare the truth of the case, should be well received- and 
properly appreciated by all parties, no matter &oax whom 
the arguments ptpeeeds, whether from a wise man or 
a fooL But to proceed beyond thisf or to make; an eS&n 
to do so, is inffii^ging upon the rights of others, and is matd- 
festly an aasauU upon the innocent, ;which neither justice 
nor /ethics racqgnise as ri^ht^ But what is the practici^ of 
the^bBirin conducting ^mts^ in Georgia? In somQ cases, 
ihe attorneys honestly difierin opinion upon the rabidity of 
certain K^videneei and upon certain points of law; and courr 
sequently they .areue their points difiea-OHtiy, m whic^ 
cases they maj bom be.right, accoiding to each one's ii)t* 
terpretalion of the law e^jod evidence. Such eases' are, per- 
haps, the most difficult ones on which a jut^ is ever.call^ 
.vnpooi forosi v^diot, or a judge for a decision^ ana sudi 
jEsases have aiwaya e:asted, and must always, eadst^ ^ 
idi countries,. no ipatter what mode of deciding up<M^ tmses 
mdy be adopted* . Bynsitanders ought, therefore, to be char- 
^taUe in all «uch oases, and not to .attribute pleadings aqd 
decisiiHis upon points like these to meanness of heart, sim|h 
ly becajuse thf^ views of the arbiters differ from theirs m 
dbeir notions of the matter. Fersons so hasrjr in rendering 
up their yerdict> are seldom competent judges, and are rare- 
ly worthy of confidence ^when they decide. But all cases 
are not of this doubtful and uncertain character; there are 
cases which on investigation are found* evidently to have 
impression for their object. What course is adopted here 
in our tiptitutidns of jurisprudence, in order that justice 
may maintain her seat? The attorney for the oppreasQT 
pleads, end pleads the truth in many instances no doubt, 
when he says, **Tt&s case. was ori^nall}* reported to me in 
a lig^ directly die reverse of that m which it now appears. 
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axid I am jficm* aBtomsb^id to find ^)m Z.aBi. 9difOQBie,hT 
the wrbng>, wheal thought verily . I wa^s aii^oeale fqr tb^ 
right.- 'i — But notwithstaiJiding he i» laow convinced of. A^ 
fraud practiced upon him by his wily ohent, mud is cen^. 
sclous that be is an adyocate, n(^ only Cor a>baxiqiiusei bjot- 
fbt aWd saan, he enters the r^^ks. of the debalers) with .qH 
the zeal<of a4anatic« an4 with a voice and eioquenoe. that 
l^th astcmnds andjdehshtis' the^ unsuspecting july^. he 
oonfounds; the evidence, aetbrones^ the. reason. aS: %hb J^irjr, 
a^d contrary to his own calbnlatipiis? akid thor wishes of e\v 
«iy honest n>toj -Ji^. wrest* a. ^e^<Uet , in- hiss ^ayor. Th;^s 
wii-h one "efibrt 0( those ^powers "^h whieK nature has en» 
4f>wed him, he establishes a fatalNpi«ped»fd;v suaCaiiis a vil-^ 
bun's nefarious claixns« ranks l:belaw]|ess with the best of 
eiti2§ns, apd justice is lef| 3. shattered vx^reck, B«n](lingled 
corpse 9^ his. feeti Agaiti^ the tu^st aiid ayai^iciou» guar'^ 
dian smiigg^e^ tbe.ea^tateof orphans; in order to hold &Mti 
to his plundered, |;eadsr, the gual*diaii ecnpfegrs" an attoimey 
to supi^rt his fil^mis, /f nd to defend fakn from the rebuke 
of jusiacek Tbi^ orator ^ipeftks, and the iniorkis donei . The 
»\jt^iii1Jler^ rides oft with his. worie.. than stolen fortune; hii» 
qame is enrolled upop^th^ list of gendei^ep; lhe-imiQcent» 
aiid helpless ^children. ai€t sent opt withcmt bread or shelter, 
t^ coxobat aifi^eba.nded4heimttfciplied an4 magoifted hardr 
ahlpdr oj^- a bleak' and unchluritable t worlds and :the vwidow 
Wi^eayed i$ doomed to^^ staiid a heart-tended .spectatpc to 
^e. triuml^h-of vicey the &ll^of . innqeetiQe^' -aod ihe rqin ,<ii 
ber fathis^des? b£Cb$is(^: ^liU woii^n* down by: the oppmssiye and. 
a^KruiQulatiBg ma^s o^ l^ei^ .she s'inks a pree^atu^e yk^t^js^ 
^o |h^ ffcw^ oi, despsor! . B«t thifr is . not all. W# ^spniev 
tmies hkve ksad^n assa^sinsi high w|^ robbers aiidpidaigb^ 
f^i^^y^rfh^f^ agaifist the uj^ii^d handaf iP6tii::e« 
'fh^' attorpeyt !^r i»oney,>ever j^adji^to-^nuoistjer help totbQ, 
needy; listens to the plaintive vjpdb^ andbastei^ .with .j&S^to tl^. 
lflsliei<jf tke ppQr d^cted;rfelcMa0. ^'bey.hiiy/enp ggld B^siJt* 
1^1; io give him ipr t\kek ^edemptipiiif hut they^ have 'a., ik^, 
n^ey which th&y give oip 4*€ffoBs luta^ the hoiid^ of tb? 
W»yer» ibif his help ^ diis thei/:tinm<M'' liwnblqv .Th/? b^n^, 
^feeojp, ad^i^wJiUe iffiqm^ kis fik, in t^vStaJlrjg^n^r proc^edir 
to deliver hi^.pfi(t|73ps by a.w^il of some sort, orby -p^ltinigF 
f)fit a d^sfe(?tin the wrijDwbiieh; was igsued against tt^^tn;, qx» 
|Mi;radv6citticer t^^ 9^^' o&m^ ^xxJ^ PQurty sfapuld Ih^ previous 
fd^rtfikhayefeiled him^ » Whip* be comjS&:^> tlie bar,.a>new. 
p^ is ppelni^ tQ hai^d.for the..di^pla|t of J^s iqgenuily and 
y^it. Here, by.^. bspculiatirt'Of tl^ die eyidepcjpi 

is laid aside lui nothingrwtiith) or tfaie j^^ry i« J<^ away froco. 
t^elatv and testimcm}: bf ^n astecd^e; qt the solicitor' »re<r 
B^iarks Sire cbQtradjtcted \yith sjuch bold^ies^-as to lead to a 
convictiouvthiM: the advc^a^. £»i^ ihe crimiaeU js ijiglit; or if 
I^Vjd^e^^failf^/^l^^ai^.of ^o^ thrown wiUi^irr^sist^bto 
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fy^e^fbn^Saes^pBMeH^ all their 

itaflon and justice, and a verdict hA jS^' onmihaTs favor 
ooineffocttiii flying cobra. Thus Ibr a litfle i^ny, worth 
iliirrf pieoes rf sitvc^, kaomn Bsehm^nt higlu^^ay robbers 
and m^iughi^thieves, are ^nested fitnn the gra^ of justice, 
and tamed loose on ftn^ uiitaspecting i;9lBid,' td spoil the (qH^ 
tM^ of the unwary* flEnd to glut themsdkes witn the li4oo4^ 
c^inaoe.enc0! Having succeeded m this ease, cbotrarjr t6 
all; iaw aad^siicef hot}i hujianan tod dtfihe, and becoiof^ 
theci^y afit suhjecit for-^ oerule chair, Us iminbttality ^- 
ajwist ki mMttamk estkdalion fully estabfitrhed; sthd aU 
timt mm vemanis ^ him- tbdo, in t>rder to be Ipok*^ 
ed up to, 1^ to be 4icN90fed by b^rs, is to comb, back M$ 
hair, assume a. little^gmtity, thit>v^out a feW techmcalitfes^ 
and talk. df lus d<HhgSw ^ Bfaould^any on^ dare to ^prot^st' 
against his eourse^ and to^shovr tte ^ils &£ sueh a practicV, 
lie sneers at the idea with an^air^f Witberiiig contempt, and 
replies,' ••^ Who duide you wiser aJad be^r than our ie&is^ 
Idbtprs^ ftxM virhofa we received the laws iand custodt>s 'mat 
fitstify iitf in 1^ course?^* Now it is neecHess to 9a:y th^l? 
what a jurbr is made to briieve on his seat, he Will beSc'vre 
off of it;-and what he believes 'he trill pi^ctibe aM teacb^ 
both thebreticaUy and ^rac^eally to others; Consedttei^^ 
if he is made to believe a )ie,^he will pc»^ti(!e %t aha teaicQ 
it* • Xt is also needlesi^ to say ^ that here is tile' beginnin|[ df 
fiiany of thme vague H^ unsettled* opihidlfts of right and 
"iiirong se oflep tiidKlifested in the sayings ain} doings of men^^ • 
and tb^t here-Hes the'greond 4)f seven-t^thi of tb£^ disrie-^ 
gaxd of all tetw, ted tf^ sordid conteiiipi^Jbr the hibfal j>i^^ 
cepts found every where from Mi^ne tb tlidriin, :kndtftGlh 
the east to the west <^the ^nlited Stateis^ ' No miarv^ th^ 
th^ the morals of the ^ople ruA low;, and fh^t tbe'positive 
inunctions of thev^ l!>e^y are disr^gard^, whfew fer a cow 
aiid calf, or a ponyy a man <iiaay Ap> violence to In^ neig^ 
bor^d rights^' and the ' ipost - un^uspeeted character maV be 
bulled iti the dhi^ by Hm who #eli» a prii^ ifpoi«the aeeii». 
With these t(>leraiic^s, whose ^upes, ^ reputatiM; or life 
^ safe, when gold spsirkies in thb eyes of the ^ed attoV^ 
ney? Take liouir the tiiieandering pd^h of the disconsoteiife^ 
li^ndcrer,' and trsfvel ftoiti iea %& sea^ anfd froih f^&re- Vi 
shore^ and you \^^ill find that in afi Ooontrics where thi* 
practioe is in vogiie, motirning" atkd kunentatiwis are heant 
m dieoYty, arid wa^ng and msf rwtion sMk in he# stre#f 
at noon-dayf Yet tlie law'yei^s b$ipp$nes» and ptwperiiy 
depend tip<»i the exi^liee of these kt^s dnd cuslonis, a^d 
^thout them they would perish. Ne^d y&at be told, theni 
that they c<»istihiie a distlhct division in the nationad fem^ 
ily, and that their iritetests' ^frc in direct c6jKsito V^ith thife^ 
itoterests of thlg people, and their hapj^iness w'itK the hap- 
piness of the peoplef Cidftsequei^ly be who suppovts them 
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tiure,. strikes^ <l%g^f to tlie heart oi his country. 

What ^ropger evidence of a division in a faipily is \irein- 
ted^ . tlian to see the .interest of the members clash^ and 
wba(.inoie.certain evidence of the, dowjjfall of the house? 
Let t^is war of interest hetweei^ the lawyi^rs ^nd the pecH.; 
vi§ cootiime^ ]JLttle longer, and let th^ lawyers^ ^tand at the 
naim of a&uy^Sy a^dahother nationat fa^t day witt be pro^ 
c]|LU9Qie49 apd.anothei: and another* but^ in vain, to screen 
oijr e§f^ &9m. the astoua4^<>g crask ol* p, fallen reptibiic* ^ ^ 
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. .fi^inrLBMK^:—- Wh^. wy $ixth gumbejr j|g5Li»^ the lawr 
y^$ w^s issvied J^ ^ifrui^er^tbe 6ev:entn one was e:Kpe<?^ 
t^ tp,|S»Ilaw the we^ after; /bajt ;ime and circumstance^^ 
forbid ^ne. to say fay d^^ more ^ii^til 1)9 w; and ^ven now 
' Lam cK>Qsti;aj;^d 4x) be bnfi(. -Bat pres^e^ as liam for o|>- 
]|^umti^ Aq ly^zdte, I fo^4UC|iy«^ these) Iw^s . fcr public«i|- ! 
t2(btki ijn ard$^ to allaiy the anxiety pf^ooianyg ^xtA to c]^uelf the^ 
fie<]pi,€^nt fl^ia #pb^% m»licitatiox^ of ^e. people tQ 'continue^ 
m^remailts. ., . 

,Af(^r giyjngsao ?kcc^nt pf the doings of jhe fegal pro-' 
G^^jiiskm it| th^ Legislatiu^rrtbeir weighty influence i^ socie*^ 
tgr«a:nd*their essential .jervi^^e^ tp indivjiduals and to c(^- 
mimyM the bar, .ases^Vted in the preceding ^timbers 
<rf^];hgii?4mSiB.pher, it would be unpardonable inicredulity on . 
the^ajt^Qi^y^oneto, doub^t ^uiyaongei: their ability tq do 
eiqploits. Bu| to S2^ that they are; competent tp do expkuts 
i« hqI enoui^;. theii^. deeds should be, qomparect wip thc^ 
deeds of^tbtse lyho^ r^putatiou for deedraoing sit^ds unr. 
wib$4 upder the i^l^hti^g i^W' of ziiahy generations* Nor 
"VffoSA it be ^per» in .the esiunatip^ pi. jtne writer, to comr^ 
ws^ IJbeir ^pjugs with the meagre acts of Tnr^tam Shandy^. 
Will Wizasaf Of^^i^ !fcbabod Crane,, 

BtQAfi £bnec^ Tpof^ Thumb,.' pr Timothy J^^f^^^ton,. 
^gm PW^^ are i)omet|me$ jbiind iit orii^U i>ut Lwill a^-^ 
q^ftids to .sj^ns, of . z)obler blood, whp^e /cb^acters have lpn|; 
4at imoiv4ie hps pjFpra^be, and be^n chanted in spn^ in did-; 
lant. land^, Maryelkms wori^^ axe §aid tp^haye been 
^ liivvmght jiiy iJcpQules in hip d^^y* 4Bind ^wonderful explc^tsi^^ 
* a|?e. attribfM:ed. to Prince Alcphof* pavicj Croctef was also 
^-©^ WW i|* 14s WiOT, who, if.hc^may be belieyed, eould 
so^lcbfL com^srt^il <o$*3at a $iogle.grab;;.he^uld wade the 
M^sis^pfi^ wid\ fL J9teambaeu on hi^ back, and ride down a 
boiiey locust OQ a streak of li|[htning,^ without a scratcli j yet 
th^ae. performances dwlndkinto^tn^^ sport of insects on 1^ 
jpc^ni^parifip^ of theoir with the feats of modem lawyers! Herr 
,C)i^s> .joiay have, cleansed a hundred Augean stables in a 
^^1, ^l^^ml VMS . l^aVie, ,led bis, tnumjphant "posse" along 
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tfee path crfconquest for yesi^s nndet the fenwtei^^'db^l^iii,'^- 
and the said DaSrid may have c^rri^d away a thousand Qcii»- 
et^s tailin a trice, but nofiiing on record or in song can vi^ 
with the l^Lwyers' gigantic strides over law and justi<5e, ih 
the K0U36* of equity. By what art of their profes^ouy or 
display of ingi^dity,. either original or borroi*ed, they are 
eftabled, to do these things, remains to \fe \iM0\de1i in the-, 
day of the revelation of aU thitrgs; bttt great an^nnaev^uti'^ 
table* a^ this work is, it is «ceon:iplifljj^ by thefn« taa&m 
far from , sp(^Up^ their morsd r^utatim, a^ would be the 
OMe with any other profession, it setvesas the basis of their 
immortality. But great de^ds do hot constitute all that is 
worthy of admiration in theiUtthe graces^'with which their 
acts are perfcroiedi fexcite the Woncferof the spect^toE.*-— 
To see them ^taJk iiirto^ a court-h<>iise, disbulrde^ thestlsiel^esv 
rf their 'tgi-eeii-bag,'* unwind it» complicated' folds, and'e3»- 
hibit its important contei^ts to a waiting jDry, eclipses ikm^ 
sublirtie, and Iteves us withoutany term ^tjfficJently ex- 
yjressiv^ ofits grandeur. But tbfe be^uky antf aljffulness of:' 
tie scene is more fnSy exMbited itS thej* a^trut ftoin the^ * 
desk to the jttry and :back k^ttio 'the des^k, aiid^ in^ the 
course of the debate, {iere^ in a brief speech ^aikl i^lfliia 
signiiic^ant gesture, vou njay'see an ^tilijfifhtened jury frkm-^ 
meiled in doubts, captivity led calptive, Inw tJonveAed into 
B61a,w, injustice into jii^dce, day into night, isind%tack iupb^ 
white. Th* disititefested and hottest spectator qOtckenied iQf 
the mdody.of the orator^B song, lookS i^ithan iiifeifee ga«e 
apoh tlie glijcii«rgf sun, and likening with alteiiti^ir to WB h& 
hears, he fehcies thatli^ is in the^an'd dfthe Fanes, iiJriiejje 
all is shade and yii^ion, until the shrr^s of the rifiiied Wid- 
ow break* th^ spell,' and th^ voice of the foolstdps of tharf 
defrauded' orphan ' as he leaves Aie-'^ti^^hd^ise, tdp'BBd 
afcne the desolate. J)ath of the vagfiftt; teuft hini[*^*«ili js^e^ 
aiky here." Awakened frolh his dreaiiis, aftd adto|t1«ide4' at^ 
tbe intelli^iice, tbe^, i^pectator ' inyotentatily? crfei* **yhy;. 
these di$cofdaMn(H€» ^nd g^oatfs of distress^' •^A tee** 
is the reply. For thirty pieces of sHver the wid^w in easrf ' 
dtcum$tanc?e& is bereft Of' all fehe h^A, and is d^ottied to^ 
stand the scorching Summer's suh^smd the Winffer*8 ^dewt^ 
kss blasts, homeless, petinyle^^ and breadiess for* many 
sltegish years, or -smk beneath the ;ifending h*iart that ^ 
Ibcfckons her to the tomb; . Thfe heipless orphahi that ftever 
rinned, driven from hj6 fatJier's pati^onojiy, ^eks a J)feca- 
nous subsistence oy begging bread from door to dobr, aiwj 
the charadter that knew no spoi; Ss veiled in ■eternal infemy 
by the latwyer's majestic wsj-ndV ,Tbe hig^wAy robber and 
the midniglxt. thief can boast the Vawyer's delivering gfstce' 
ffofti the sbbrchirig flames of justice j that were ready to cdn*' 
SUme them, and ^h6 wilful tniirderer cian tell of his i?ir(i^derfiit. 
dsscapes from the jawsof hell that tvere ready to devour himt . 



' "^Vtth-feaii lite tHeftfe to bbaftt, who c*d ire*tr«fin liia iedf 
lltoftDratiori^ and his-'ooatempt of tte ancients? What? moim-^^ 
iSa^ehfeof mcmlderiiig inarble or crnikerfng brasd is atiffibi^t^ 
to hand down sach feats to prostpeiky? What bard prcn 
OTmes td record them in his pofcoi, or harlequin to refa^krac^ 
tb0m' m M«^ songf With no JOEiaterials sufficiehtly abiding 
fiir a monument, the at^ooiey is constrained to hand bis* 
deeds to posterit3^ through the evanescieiit tears^ of the wjdr 
xtw^ and the plaintive cries efperiBbintg' oi:phanage$4nntil: 
€bd shall dbndes^mt to'^rect to' his honor and gbiy an iih 
dfo&oluble nxin^imentof un£i.iding fi^dj 

Having thuSi by -ihe aid ef a Siltte la^ of If i# own maki^ 
sCnd;a little, custc^n of^his-Own adDpckt^^ ae^ied a name 
i^orthy to^ 4>ein)&erib^d in tetters of iiviag Kght, and there^ 
b^ bkotn^ the atkif lejijfitiina^' subject of promotion, bit^ 
littflie; as< ^ mal^t cif eoa^rjsii, is the firs(<.tObe^tferedon the 
h&t of candidates fic^hijgfaeriiOiiors. Here their inte^^estsk 
oGiE(Xe in i^ltsksit the^ all w^uit office,^^ but there is not of- 
^efot sdl; the^r^uft is they excite^political fends, among' 
^ pec^le^ and ride - intd^ offioe npDzr Ae heauis'^of thecoma 
ba^nts.. ¥bis aisejOURts^ for ^e' i^m^nrons pcditteal pa^tiefiM 
^ the iaiadi knd ^ levBl^ebn]itiOD9 and spirited content 
^^ aboilt tbd l^aJlotMboK/ 90*e9sentiai totl^ good^Mrderf 
harmony and strength e^^goverdmentii. Fer the suppol't» 
dltkvgtv^ to ^dt^i^^ments thmtigh their inst^ip^ntmity^ 
tlu^'aii^^titledto' 'praises better conceived of than, ext; 
ptessedv^ !n'thier'pq&rtionlar,*also;'they are singularlyrgfi^ty 
and n>0rit mm^ ' They can, with j&ae bre^, qualify^ CL 
.li^esS eo ^t/^fjf to the yntA^' the whole^trntbv and noth- 
»i|r but' the ^rttth,"' and^wkh thenfflt breath ufe every pes* 
siU^ ar^piiii^Bt t0 n^ake Mm tell a^Iio^^or to say something 
ibkt- may b^ inte^p)fet<9d intoa liof in orderto gain tbeirpolnt^ 
b^ it' just or unjust! 'The^gnsatness here does not consist 
i^ muc^ »l ^ plsm dev^fe^d by the lawyer to gfon hi* 
p0mt{f6rMiimyia:^ do) but it liqsincon* 

eecding the matter^ sc^efl^ctaoliyifrOm the observation of the 
people; thM n^man^ however' wise, can discern it. . It isy 
lliKpn^ far this^'^^Ng* of ma^ters'So essential to tbesnpport of 
«toFa]s that they are entitled to distinbciom Their caviling 
too about points that have nothing to^ do With the\ justice oC 
the: cfise ia dM>ate', has long- since * established for, ihedii a 
liaine eunoiigst the- thinking part of <:<Hnmunity) that wiU 
t^and when the hiUs shall have pc^sedaway, and enaiscled 
their brows WiA a verdant wreath riiat Ftera never Imew* 

Another plume^ of lordly bsend^is due to their, ^gmfied 
orest, from this ^nsidi^atiottt^^in the discussion of .a sob^ 
j^t before a jury, no inatter wliether they are on the right 
' o^ the wrong side, each lawyer, in orderto gain his poii^ 
in the debate, tkses all his" energies to-e^cite the preW 
of the jury in'iavoF<rf' the side he sdvoeales, am^itaftaiid^ 



iojgp hei knows tbe j«nr ^aefkemif hMioA hff Hmf sMk to 
gvre a veidkt aboormng to law and tB^imom. Ja order^ 
th^^refore, to tecompUsh tMa noble x^bject, Hbe }gis^er ia fajj^ 
aiJIfitmeat mekidotis some partkrular jmymaa bysiwae: ^ote 
whom be tluoks ib the moet easily goUm bgr this aophist^^ 
a^d directs the most of his^arguoieats to l^oir Vfith. an cm^ 
oasiooal totice of the others to prevent det^ctio||« For tli^ 
methodof getting justice done to the parties, they should be 
petfimied with mvrrh, aloes and cas^ and'be permitted 
to sip foreverat tne^iT^'of' Ufe; and so nmcfa the. nqare*. so* 
because the plan is pureiv <^giald» and bdeogs M>^mo otboir. 
pmfession. Wlieire is wisdom, dieOf. bi& wim the lawyer? 
and whereaiedeed»^wicHrtby.ofieooid bnt witla^the attorn^ 
SoloooDB, Ahithoj^I, and ye sons (tf Ikfohei, give way ta 
your superiors! ai^d all ye distiagniBhedsons ,€it' past gmsK 
nitionst veil your honors i»^the ^stt er^ tb^areconsuiiaeii 
by diO' burning glories of^he ifiiodletn irtfoi . - > ^ 
^ But ^besides all these thioi^ and miii^ mofe aimiiar ones,: 
which, if done b¥ -others woutd '^fooft. rather gtB^'' l^ut 
wbiefa they bieach by the applktation of ousloqfif they x^ 
boastman(Bvermgs<.in the Lw^tuieandatxhf bar» thai; 
have won them mose lEbooey fit^nthe ianocie»l.pcMti^f<;pni* 
munitf tiun would SMtaia all the bfokea banfos, 4efray t^ 
public expenses of the government, ^ucate all the poor of- 
tbe^ kttd and pay tjie taxes of the. people for a thoudsta4 
!ars;«r if thus dUsbnrsed, iiwouldeead the Goeupelf 'not;o9^^ 
to eveiy -fiunUy in die weild, but to^ eyei;y: inaabi|ant of 
Fumter^ supposing a highway to be erected fefi-ks passage 
' Viewed m ike li^ h^:e taken of thersui^ject, you readily, 
pereeivet^ feUow-citizeas, that idtiei lawyers aie rare specH 
QPHeiis of the extraordmary; that diere is no ^dass/^r uidi% 
vidual, in any age or country, worthy lo ocwpare willl 
diem, eillier m the immber ' or in the magnitude of thoir. 
acts, tl»t tbe famous exploiCs if»f the redwtable Peter Stujm 
vesantajte foigotten in i^meMabratioeof th^ixs^^and the t^oM 
of Rip Van Winkte, so retiowded in his day,: now lia 
ttDQongst the rubbish! Seeing^ then, that these ^ tiMgs ^a«S) 
so, in order, therefore^. tO: relieve the people ftom ibim 
present embarrassments, aiid to perpetuate the prosperiliE 
and happiness €i the co«iitry<: 

I move that the lawyers be hence£>rth G(Hisidered.i:he ooir 
ly truly wise and virtu^jus ciaes of the people in the landi 
Md tiiat they are the only* ones worthy of office or coinpe^ 
lisnttb transact busimss of any kind; and that all otb^ 
Masses of &e people shall, -unhesitatingly ai^ without re- 
8eive« commit all their busiaeas of every sort inwloors aiid 
out, to tbe direction x>f their delicate, tender, ^d benifficeirt 
baiids; and idl they sav shall be considered true^^nd all 
they do shall beoansidered right; and that any one who 
shdlpfesattio toihinkw actiaaBy manner ooatcaxy to the 




itMt df itfclBf riMJon be t$6h8^ an eHemy te^'tlirtountiy, 

emmeifully'^ coirtfpt in heart, and feuperiatiT^hr ignorant, 
knpwijag nothing yet as he ought lo kno\*^ » and that this md^ 
tion be s^etiiftJpd by Castom, and sustained by a imanimoii« 
Vot6 6f the people;'atid that it be c^^abKshed n]k)n the ifll- 
thota^Ie teidiis^of the M^dis^Msmd Pordis^Maws, that can ne- 
ver be altol^i J. W, PITTS. 



^ 'iJ«In?I.fcl!ra[^^^^t is cti&tdmary in th^se iteys of fasbionv 
iMi^n n^ in^iviStisA makes a motion for th6 adt^ttoti of any* 
p^^c^f ^fti^edlror law; to fpHcr^r hi^ modon bjr ft speeelr, 
i^NWtic* -tte^ e*c6lj(encips uiri&in^.fjtmi-'its aidc^oti are set 
hnhi «^ especially is this tl^ oafre x^^n the benefils re*> 
iStftting fiK)m Btfah an adoption isire suppo^sedlo be rifimerdil^ 
<jf'^reair • J^^^etij this be the eukom in ordinary Gas«^ 
anS in irety ^y*gi aui^itttessr««id that too, wfri^ ike good i«r 
difly ioiiginaty,: wfert infay ' we reasonably etp6ot toi folten^ 
ft^hi (ii^ Icni^r of the' t&ge motibn fdund in the after paat 
of the s^ehtfa^tfmber;^ iagaiilst the kwy^rsf What wt^da 
C^h t^the anxiety of l^e idling heart oil hearing a m^iiloti 
do VitaUf^ itsqf6jiSsMl6the interestB'of trommui^ity, or whskt 
aigb cati suffiei^illfy poltray the hearings of 'the patriotic 
bdsonat on snch atf occasion? Ind^^, who is * fcfe ^ that ddea 
not sit in bire^llddss silem5e and- n^^rve himself against the 
^ajls ol^thi^ overwhelming eloquence that trembles on ^the 
lpl^«of*Aeadv^atjS^j ready to* leap upon the audience, wd 
to'oohstmie^^^i thetlta!l ai«$ physical iamf and what myr^ 
BpiJdfAi We^mes to oppose or quench the biiming flaine? 
Bnlbign^ndMfted'up as may M the mi»gled -feelings ti 
hdpe and-ft^i* in. the breasts of the audience <m this occa- 
iion, the isrtilbor begs 'fndulgeiace to yieM the floor to some 
npiOre ambitus aspirant after Itroridly fame, whSsthe falti^ 
ifejf wifteftdea^<hor t6 b^'^no less profitably employed in sot* 
ting a doubt wkk;h has obtained extensive and deep-root^i* 
cft^feftce itr the laftd. ^ *^ 

* It k admitted by all M^^firtisX raiders of thb . seven pfie^ 
<dl^ing notnbefflfagein^tfM lawyers, that the legal frati^ 
nfty Jdoni^futes a marvetionis -etass, ' **doiBg winders;*' yef 
k !«•» ^i^tal and grownag' densAitwith' many, Whether th^ 
go^^ resuMt^fr^mf their aohtet^n^ plas^ mintisit 

mat isi Vfaeti^ tfaiet acts at^ ^^rdductive of mdM good tlianr 
evil; This dbubt we pK^pdse to sc^ve. ♦ v 

In order to cleltr away thfe iirtetvefiing cfeuds* ftottt thii# 
iBubject, and to set this -pdftnt in <^n viewi'tb l^e «pectatw# 
if rs ni^dful to take up some <%f the leadingsMs of whicb 
file li^wyers boa»r, ade!idi|^4«ed by iheir orator In tbe seventh 
littilibei^ and tfPmMyise thenf mrtMlj] and to * weigh tbe 
good and tfaer^ilin opposite*sc)aleft.' ^ ' 

The^BitA |oi&t» then, ib be ' cCiiiiymed>«(l «et ferth hf 
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ijmr speaker*^ and taaintahied *by him tfs thjB'^^bttsu of tfa^t 
immortality/' is ^'tbeirgigaM:ic«tride0oyer law andjustlde 
'ia. the hoiweot .equity." t ^ • ^> 

.,,To thift'We reply: when we consider' the universaUty.of^ 
law* iQ the works .of nature, ks essential infljie]lK;K5^ ki the 
moral world, aiid its claims upon all well-org^i^d ]poUti-< . 
cal associatioBS, we are constrained to ackiiowled$;e the 
necessity of its presence in every government.' If this con« 
elusion be justy ne who leaps or ''strides^' over its bounds 
ipom wfaaleverpretes^t he mity urge, violates t^e #r8t pdn- 
Quples of naturei And - breaks the stroi^est tiea, tbat^^3ik&. 
bmd xnap^ to order and virtu!^. ,The^ree«den^ then, of a 
liad example, may with .propriety Wlaid to hiSf dotcRTf «Ad- 
the . con s^uepces Xa^ hi s charge. But - tl» mere .exaniplo of 
bFeaki^g/^j^ r^straiQing cord^of^rd0r,<andipf d0o^ing tl^ 
V^orkl .with confusion, dees^^not. tett*^ out ibe ful(for<^^ pf the 
wrong;ii9r can sovereign o^Mt^mli^Kie for the deed. . B^ 
however great may be the evtts o{ yiolatiog-law* hy t^f^ 
Q^iry men, the crime, if any,. is gre^tiy enhanced iffw^ per^ 
plated by a lawyer. . AS' the coinfittent- and? l^al i^re?^ 
tentative of the people in tbe.J^egisjftlon^ he«is faMa^ .ill 
eommou wkh all other memberit ot the bcidse^ ,1:^1^ tke^^ooiBt 
aai^red pbligatiQns to aic^t wjth^fidriily tQ^hi^cmistit^iQnts^iiK, 
malting: wholesome laws; efifectual in proinptin^ good and tn 
auppresisiog vice;, and is bound by-^t saleoDn oath ^tbpam-r 
taifi his acts. Thu^ far he-is apo^ etmaalt^^ng^witn^tb^ 
er members ^ the house and of ail. o^er <?ki;S«es; but afbef 
* tiiis.the grounds of the parti^ alter; other n^embi^ra reti^ 
lo their ..viiriotts avocations in life, leaving^theJj^ieFpF^lation 
and dispensation of the laws to the bar and jwy. - .Ti« law* 
yer is hei^eb^Jaid ut]tdera secoud soleom Qbiigation>to< .b^ 
faithful to his trust. With xhese obligatioiis teetiiig UjpMEi^ 
hiiiB^ any interpretation- which, he, in IxiSk qS^mbX eajiiici^ 
may give to the l^w is to be considered valid miHl his 
opinion js overrakul'bv stronger eiV^ide^nce. . Any wilfiil 
effort^ therefore, which he may make (by whatever mi^a,n^ 
be may adopt)io>tum jas^de the law Irom its legitimate b^iltr- 
ijqg, iwhether for.goodor for evil,is a violation of the ^x^ 
press and implied conBdence reposed in him, aad he be^ 
Gomes^ to all inlents^ and purposes, perjured* Bpt the jmere^ 
acts of pegujty, and^ perverting the law under such <jii>- 
cui]^tahoes ere not all: by perverting the law he oot only 
destroys the law, and thereby leaves thii\g& subject to law» 
^ run wild and uftconjtrcrfled,. but he thereby destroys aU 
bis .useful|ie«3 in the legislature^ and taxes the people with 
his wages,^ ai^id with the waiges. of all otber*- membec;^ con- 
oerped in making th&la^, Without ^he lea«t remuneration 
to the peoj^e. Not only. «o; but all the Ikndlt l^d out in 

onstructing the legislative : house is thereby rendored ^ 
edless expemlituret ami the tbonsaud^ p£dbUarj» d^ 
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ffomtbe parsed of^ people to buSdeoiirt-^hQuses, that jus* 
tice may take plsiiee, are wor^ than squandered* To 

i *<«tri4e over law apd justice/' then, is not so' smart an act 
93 tbeit oratpr seems to indicate; and wh$tt smartness there 
i^ initi&noit <^f.thQ ^ight sort; we, tbereji»ie, lay these doings 
of the lawyers, oyer into the evil scale. ' . 

, The next point to be considered is,' *^tbe graces wMi 
which their- acts are performed." The example given by 
their orator and repre^nted by him as ^^clipsing the «ub- 
iim^ and leaving us; without any term sufficiently expressive 
of its giandeur," is-'their skUi^ into IJie couxtrhousey dift- 
bmdeniQg themselves pf their grem-iagi imwinding its com* 
plicated ioid^ fuid exhibiting its important contents £o a 
waiting, jury.'* The stalking iier^. mentioned means^ I «up- 
|x)j»ey Jbfty /Or taU walkings k( 9tate language it meaib^ wauk- 
mg extrapfdiiiiaxy, and^ is. the me^e effusion of fielf knpor- 
lance; a principle common .to all those who '^tbifik of tMm- 
selvj^s morjB highly than' jtbey ough^ to thinK." The graces 
jdisplayed in ^Misbuitiening themselves of their green bag, 
ii|i,wj|)d]ng:^ <XHnplical3&d folds, and exhibiting its iinpor- 
tkx^ 9on't<^nts,V and their ,*^stnitting fj:om the desk tt» the 
jury, a^dh^ck again tp &e.:desk," which, isjtbe next point 
tb be cposider^d, origi^ate^ ^rom the . same cause that their 
stately ^tepjping does, and. senses tbsm as- a sort of an elec- 
tioneering caper to get into office. All these . mjitters*. then 
being purie^v seifish ajid pernicious to the individual himsSlf, 
and no good growing out of them to church or state, we shaJil 
lay them in the, «vil scaj§ as bofor«. >• ^ 

The fourth point to be considered is th^r trammeling an 
enlightened jury in doubts, their leading captivity captive, 

^ converting law into no law^ injitstiee, into justice, black 
into white, and day mto night." ., These feats though seem- 
ingly astonishingly marvellous at £rst, and admirably calcu- 
lated to excite our wonder, originatet fiom fees at the bar, 
and; skill in law jugglery. Tfaase two principles, when 
properly combined, having no ofagect in view but self ag- 
grandizement, set all moral obligationn and .interests of com* 
munity at defiance, and leave the pec^e without a possH 
bility of knowing the result of their own actions until it is 
toalate. The lesuU of these doings then, may, with pro* 
priety be s^t down as not very good.^ We, tterefore lay it 
over gently into the evil scale. - 

The fifth point comes next; in which "for thirty pieces of 
silver, the widqw in easy circumstances is bereft of all she 
has, and is doomed to stand the scorching summer' sr sun# 
and the winters relentless blasts, homeless pefinyless, and 
breadless for imm sluggish yeiirs, or siaK beneath the 
rending heart th^t peckohs her to the tpmb. The helpless 
orphan, that never simied driven from his f^ther's.patrimcHiy* 
seeks a f»recaripus s^sistence by b^ging bread ficitq 



door to^AooTi aiid liie charactei? that kAnwfl^ no4sp6t k' i^Hod 
in eternal inftoBj by the kwyer'sk- n^estic waftd* lEto 
highway robber tttid the middight thief can boast the Ittw-* 
yer's delivering grace from the acorchiog flamoi of ju'stioe, 
that are ready to consume thetn> and the wilM nrarderer 
can tell of his wonderful escapes from the ja/org of hell, that 
w&te ready to devour him!'' ^*With feats like these to 
boast/' says their orator, *'whe can restrain his self adora* 
tkouj and tus contempt of the ancientsf .What momitnent 
6i mouldering marble or cankering bmss is sdfficieilt to 
hand down such ftots to posterity? What bard presumes 
to lec^rd them in his poem, or^ harlequin to rehearse them 
in his songf" The orator heie strongly intimate tliat»these 
daeds^aire glorious be5rend expression; aj[id too mAAe to be 
^graved on ^Smouldering man)le'or cahkerii^ brass," waA 
worthy Mto be inscribed by-God only^ <m au" ilididct£»luble 
moaument of unfading fires*" - Bttt however great these 
feats may be, it requires nO additiaiiial faculty to thoe» ebtor 
mon to man in order to carry them out successftiUy^ On the 
contrary, it requires an o&Mnceof aQconsdentiousoess, ^ ^^^^^ 
.gardo£ dSk law, and the interests' of the peoplev and a^^fSir- 
w^klnen of all obUgations to Grod in rememhretiqb t>f a^ fae* 
The good, then,^resaltiag from these feats 'se^ to be c^ the 
negative order^ \ve,^ therefore set it* down m the evil scale. 

Having now carefully analyzed the antecedent patt of 
the orat^'s declamatiour and weighing *the restdts, faildd 
die evil scale to preponderate, / We may proceed to examine 
the subsequent ^wcu Passing over the **little law of their 
own making, asd the little c'tistom of their own adopting," 
which^ in the estimation of their orator, "entitles them to a 
name worthy to be inscribed in letters of living light, we 
shall proceed to that portion of the harangue ^ich speaks 
of their **legitimate claims to the higher honors. It appears 
from the deelami^n that4:he lawyer's claims to the nigh- 
er honors, are founded on their repeated violations of law 
and justice in the house of equity, to the ruin of the innocent 
and to the support of the guilty; and until they are enabled 
to do these things with impunity and "grace," they are not 
entidedt either by custom or by practice toan^ sucm claims. 
It is this distinction that gives them a seat m the cerule 
chair, and enCables them to comb back their hair, assume 
a little gravity, throw out a few technicalities, an(ji talk of 
their doinffs. We infer, therefore, that their claims are not 
vkUL foundedf and consequently we lay the result over in 
the evil scale. 

The next point to be considered is^ ^'they all want office, 
but there is not office for all," the result is, "they excite po- 
litical feuds amonjgst the people," says their orator, "and 
ride into office upon the heads of ihe combatants." And 
in this way he accounts for the numeroas policies parties 
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in ^ kmd; wd &^fiv€^^e%«ifiWoi^ jand $pidted Gc»ite£t- 
iioas abo^ik ^e bfiiB^t-boaCr de esse^ial to the good ordery 
liftrHi(M»y> -ai^d sfi^ngth of goirenuneiGtSit^^ From this quo* 
tlitioxi W0- learn tfalit thejr are all .aspiring characters pant- 
iagAftBT distmctiOB, ia ^K^der^ we trost* to^pjdant the fraud* 
plent uicuifiboeets in^'offiee with better ^'griti" and cons^- 

Saently all ^ery g^iod; but thq i?lap of **exciting political 
sods, and of k^^pii^^.p^^litical potties' to gain their 
^^pomty'^ is so evidentiy |»ee<|tcioQ8 as \» iieed no argumept; 
;aad' is sovem ruindus ia' its cons^uenqes as ix|ore than tx> 
li^Qtra^ze alf^the benqfitf of a consummate victbiy. We 
wiU set these doiiigs^ thga^ in ^ evil scale. 

The aiext sat^t thsMt i^lakns our attention is, **mith one 
breath fh^ (the lawyers) ean.^aliiy a wit^aesa to testify. 10 
die trutb^im whble^^, a^ fimfali^ ra^ the tnn^^aild 
with tb& liexft breotb us^ every pos^bte argument to make 
liim'teH.ali]3,'-or'l^ say :soi;nething. that mfty be^ intQjrpreted 
istp a Me, ^h3iorder!^sa5rs their orator^ ^^hat jtl^ kwyer may 
Mbf fail pomti be it.|«st^di: uiijkstl" To get th^ mastery, 
dimi, iseeina to be the i^Jbject ot: Hj^oiol/' of the lawyer J^ere, 
' ioid it 9ee9|9r*tbal he do^ fiat ^oluple about the means he 
Mes to ^^gpdn*'^ it. This^is^ ^ bad pi^u^oe» no matter; ^6^i^>se 
^^tkied ^iii^teit; ^ we wiU^ tbare&re, lay it down in the evil 
spate. ^ 

.mhe rmtt'k&m^ k /^t^ir.Qa«ili&g<about points that have 
. wfOsiajg^ da iwilfa the^judliae !»f tWoase in debate/' wfaiob, 
-' in the estknatioRof timr erator^ ^'has^ established for them 
a name mo^e durable than tbe^hills/' and encircled their 
Inows with a verdaUt wiMlAi that Flora nev^r knew*'' This 
pmctice, thotigb so wor^y-Jtif irnm^priality in the opinion of 
•their noble-minded or^^r, IS €»n€» bo evil in its tendency, 
and so easdly comai^syaded-bj all mei^of trioks, nhat J should 
havB'taken it to be a s&> of the.A-orator's pen but for the 
colouring he gives it in tne olosa, and for, tne undoubtable 
truth which it bears upon its iiopt. The badness of the 
cause indicated, and the littlenees of mind betrayed iq. his 
practide, forbids me to speok of it, Jest its ^^yooates 
ishould Uosfa; I will, tiierefore, lay it over, into the evil scaje 
and proceed to the imt poiat. 

^^Ano&er plume of lordfy bend,'* as thipir pompous de- 
*«laxmer expl^esses itf '% dui§ to their dignified crest, irom 
this considerationr in the discussion^of a subject before ^ a 
Jury, no matter whether they (the lawyers) ar^ on the right 
Clothe WffOBg sidflv each one, in arder to^gaia his '*podnt" 
in the dejiate, uses' all Ins oaergies to ^i^^i^iie the prejudice 
4iff the juryin.&vor oftbe i$Lde he advocates, nQlwithstand- 
i»g he knewFthe jury are^already baupd by their oath.to 
give a verdset acoordhi^ to law and tipstimtiffiy." In ord?r 
'to acGon^Hifc this noUf oif^cty continues their xntfUotf ' 'the 
4smyet m bi6 argmoaenl mealions mm^ pei^ular jmypian 



by name, one vfhom h6 thhiks is tiie modt ^eaalf^gnlhdh^ 
hfs^^ophistryy and directs the most of his'atgcfbietus to- hash 
\irith anoccaisumai notice of the oClierd ip ptevent^deteetioitP 
Was tb^ Itoguage of a witness erer better *calciilat:ed'>|» 
ean(}emn a criminal than the ^lan^fige of < fbeii' oirdtor to 
eonderqtt the lawyers in this ifnstancef indeed it deems 
that be had for a moment forgotten himaelf and tamed ad*- 
▼ersaiy to his client^ for &e ft^kfytiek|ft>wledges the whole 
'eoarse pursued hejfe4>y thetewyei^ is founded in sc^his-* 
try, anct tha(r'»*in oijd^F to gull the j«nry,"'ntitd his snaj^ 
Need tbere- be aay Jiirtfaer eot»raent- upon this? H&vid^y 
however, seen the te^enic^ of bis krffoitient, the oralol^, in 
order to gull bis- hearers, xiAiaedi^ttry irfijfierves "for this 
inethod of getting justice done to ihe 'parries, th€^, (the la^- 
Vers) shc^uld be perBimed witb myrrh, idkied and etosia, aikl 
be permitted to ^ip fosever from the 'ritor of life." Wcsr 
what iriefhod pf getdng. Justice idcMie efigitt the^ honons 
to be conferred^ Answeir-^^^for eietoising sophistry in dis- 
cussing a siiEigect' before a' jiiryv And for ^ba^^ purjp^te? 
Wiiy-**iri brde/to giiU the jyry to bring in a irerdi^ !)&<.&> 
Vor of the &ide that he (tbe lawyer) advocatetji* Bo-^maiMt 
whether the sidcr is-right or wrortg?* We wiH- ky tfae^ 4I0- 
ings of tl» lawyers over into the evil scale wit]v>ut fkr^i^r 
comment* V ^ 

The orator, then, in boasting strains of triimiph^ lisk^ 
♦*where is wisdom, tben^ but wt|b^j^ lat^ci^ and wbere. 
are deeds worthy of rfecord but with the attorney?" If 
deeds wrought in this kind^of wikteni aftd, law. jugglery 
merit a place in honorable iircyve^, the writer of this com- 
mentary knows nothitigf -of ^the logic- that puts it there.— 
The-orator next proceeds in his abounding charity to eaii'- 
tion the shades of **Solbinon, Ahithophel, the scms of Ma- 
hal, aiid ail the dislinguisted ohes of past generations to 
'giveaway to their supSnors, aiid to veil their honors in the 
dust^^-l^st they be consuiiied by the burning glories of the 
taiodernbar.** > 

" Is k possible that the orator heve supposes that a course 
of deakngs admitted to he founded in **gulling sophistry'* 
and Ikw-jugglery, is destined to become so glorious as to 
bum up the weir merited fame ^ tlie King ^* Israel, and 
of all tne wcM?fllies^ of past generations? Surdy, not: we 
pause for an explanation upon this subject before we com- 
ment any ferther on it. 

^But beisides all these things and .many oilier similar 
ones,^' continues Our sage reasoner^ **theyi (the lawyers)" can 
boast manceuverings in the Legislature and at the bar that 
have won them more money from the mitocmt "j^&tX of com- 
munity than wordd sustain all the brdken banks» defray all 
the public expenses of the goyernm^t^ educate all the poor 
of the land, and pay all the taxes of the pecf)le.far a tlKNia^* 
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and years; or, if thus disbursed, it would send the Gospel, 
not only to every family in the world, but to every individ- 
ual of Jupiter, supposing a highway to be erected for its 
{)assage." The manoeuvering at the hax has been partial-* 
y considered; but what manoeuverings there are in the 
Legislature, of which they boast as having won them so 
much money from the innocent part of community, is left to 
conjecture. We may reasonably conclude, however, that 
they are those of which we frequently hear mention, to wit: 
the manoeuverings that render it necessary to pay a lawyer 
for collecting just debts — ^those manoeuverings which ren- 
der it necessary for innocent and just men to append the 
price of a hireling to their skirts in order to get justice done 
them in a court of law or equity, and to interpret the law, 
and to defend them from the injuries of the lawless, all the 
results of which, might be had more effectually and speed- 
ily without any such expense were it not for such manoeu- 
vering. Nothmg good in these manoeuverings, then. We, 
therefore lay them over in the evil scale. 

Having analyzed and weighed matters according to pro- 
mise, we herewith submit the scales for inspection to any 
one who feels an inclination to indulge a peep. 

J. W. PITTS. 



To THE Printer: No. 9. 

Sm — On analyzing and weighing the doings of lawyers 
in the Legislature and at the bar, it was clearly ascertained 
that they are productive of more evil than good; and conse- 
quently their acts in these capacities ought to be suppress- 
ed. Fees at the bar, from their first institution up to this 
hour, have been the source of more numerous and more ma- 
lignant evils in the countries where they have been tolera- 
ted than all the wars, pestilences, famines, tornadoes & earth- 
quakes that ever harassed those lands. The only object 
of fees being the aggrandizement of the claimant, they, of 
course, leave all other interests and principles untouched; 
and where they command^ the unrestrained influence that 
they do in this country, the consequences must be exten- 
sive and ruinous beyond the power of words to describe or 
signs to tell. The growth of fees depending upon the 
grounds of ignorance, confusion, strife and debate amongst 
the people, meir advocates wiU necessarily encourage these 
disorders in community to the full extent of their abilities; 
and so much the more so because their hourly support of 
themselves and families depends upon their existence. In 
order, therefore, to carry their schemes into successful op- 
eration, and to elude the grasp of suspicion, it is important 
for them to get the legislative powers into their hands.-— 
To do this they plead that ^'State and law matters are ex^ 
ceedingly complicated and mysterious things, too deep to be 

3 
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fathomed, too high to be reached, too wide to be compassed 
and too sacred to be touched by any hands but those ac- 
customed to deal in them," and therefore, no one of course^ 
is qualified to attend to these things but themselves. 

Having, by this kind of 'sophistiyj gulled' the people into 
a belief that "they are the true light that enlightenetn eveiy 
man that cometh into the world," and thereby secured to 
themselves a seat in the Legislature, they begin to draw 
around them their magic wand, and to conjure for them- 
selves. On inspecting their diagram they find that the En- 
glish language is too poor for the expression of their learn- 
ing and wise deliberations, they, therefore, draw largely 
upon foreign languages for help. This accounts for the nu- 
merous Latin phrases found every where in our law books. 
The object of multiplying and inserting these outlandish 
expressions is, not only to gratify themselves in formal 
words of vanity, but they serve also to render the laws al- 
together inexplicable to the common people: a point as es- 
sential to the well-being of a lawyer as life itself. But 
speaking in an unknown tongue will not support them; they 
must, therefore, do something else for a living. To this 
end they look to their magic circle again. On inspecting 
it a second time, they find that in order to conceal their 
"laws," (as they call them) more efiectually from the un- 
derstanding of the common people, it is needful not only 
to blot them over with Unmeaning phrases, but they must 
axiopt this portion, and that portion, and the other portion of 
the laws of other countries as their own, add a title of their 
own making, then daub a little of the compound in this 
book, and a little in that book, and a little in another book, 
and call all these books the law book. This accounts for 
our laws being scattered over so many books, and so many 
sorts of books. Having now displayed their great learning 
in a volley of unintelligible words, and their skill in com- 
pounding the laws of their own country with the laws of all 
other countries, so that no one can tell what the law of his 
country is, or which it is, they congratulate each other 
upon the success of their jugglery, then assemble around 
some feast board at the people's expense, and carouse a 
while. Here they smoke cigars, crack jokes, eat to surfeit- 
ing, and drink liquor, sometimes around the board, some- 
times upon the board, and sometimes undei^ the board; 
brawl and halloo until the echo of their resounding merri- 
ment is likelv to settle upon the ears of their constituents, 
when they all, as one man rise and gallop to their circle 
again. On examining this mark of rendezvous, and finding 
that they have done nothing, as yet, for church or state, but 
sip the treasury, and eat the fat of the land, under a great 
blush of countenance, and in a momentary fit of patriotic 
zeal, they seize hold of McLeod, shake and turn him about 
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a little, overturn the Sub-Treasury, walk up and down the 
Boundary line until they become leg weary, and aU set 
down to rest. 

Whilst here they dispute about "who shall be the great- 
est in the kingdom;" one claims the right of ruling on the 
ground of being the "finest speaker,"' another on the 
ground of being the "strongest partizan," and another on 
the ground of being the "greatest bully," Not able to set- 
tle these disputes amongst themselves, but the diflSculties 
growing ratner worse, they are finally dispersed by the 
deafening groans of their expiring countiy, and all run to 
the Capitol to hide. Whilst here, they stroll into the Ro-' 
tunda, ramble around its lofty walls, listen to the creaking 
of their shoes as the sound rumbles through its uplifted and 
enchanted dome, and whilst they listen, they wonder at the 
greatness of him whose steps can make such noise! We 
shall not stop here to comment upon the exquisite pleasures 
of the Rotunda, nor to speak of the bickerings of the parties, 
nor of the great loss to government hy these providential jbxs'j 
but we will observe, for the edification of the ignorant, that 
these performances are called by sonde "a national farce," 
by others, they axe styled a Congressional bustle," but by 
the right honorable and very learned Bar, they are denom- 
inated ^Ae beauties of lawyer legulating* 

From the Rotunda these gentlemen return to their re- 
spective legislative departments. Having gotten into the 
House once more, and come to order, a dispute arises about 
taxation, and which articles shall be taxed to defray the 
expenses accruing to the Government by "the beauties of 
lawyer legislating." One says "tax the growth of the 
North," another says "tax the growth of the West," another 
says, "tax the growth of the South," and another says "tax 
the growth of tne East;" conscience says, "tax all, for all 
were concerned in creating the debt." But this doctrine 
will not do," thinks one to himself, "this will ruin my party 
so that I shall not be able to get Esq. A. for our next Pres- 
ident, or Esq. B. for our next Governor, and therefore 1 
shall loose such or such an office, which I hope to get if we 
are successful in the impending election; and besides all 
this, t shall ruin my dignified reputation as a consistent par- 
tizan, and all people wiU unite in callhig me a fence man* 
This colossian soliloquy irresistably binds every man to 
represent his own particular section of country and party, 
and thus the General Government is left without any rep- 
resentative, to shift for itself ^s it can. Now it does not re- 
quire much experience in the spirit of prophecy to foretell 
the result of this doctrine and practice. A very little think- 
ing, with a small share of tact will inevitably teach us- that 

* A FeDce.man means a politician who acts for the good of 
his country, regardless of party. 
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by each raember^s drawing constantly from the Federal stocky 
and contributing nothing in return, will exhaust the united 
capital and reduce the firm to insolvency. 

Dissatisfied with discussing the tax question, they congre- 
gate about the circle again. 

On examining this line and figure, they find them near- 
ly obliterated firom the dust raised by their frequent pranc- 
ings around them, when one exclaims **what shall we do, 
for verily our figures are out? By a vote they unanimously 
agree to renew them again ; and therefore they up with 
their wand and mark tnem anew. They now distinctly 
•see their line and figures, and from their various indexes and 
bearings they find, as on a former inspection, that they have 
done but little as yet for the benefit of church or slate. — 
In order, therefore, to suppress the rising indignation of 
their constituents, and to secure their own election again, 
they agree to return to the Legislative hall and to say some 
thing relative to the affairs of the nation. This done, one 
rises and says one thing, and another contradicts him, a 
third man speaks and a fourth contradicts him, and so on 
till they go through the catalogue of names, when they ad- 
journ to their rooms in order to adjust what they said in the 
House into a sort of pamphlet form. These pamphlets do 
not always contain exactly the substance and order of what 
the author really said in tne hall, but they contain precise- 
ly what they say they said. They now envelope, frank and 
forward these pamphlets to all the influential persons 
amongst their acquaintances, and to all others whose names 
they can learn amongst their constituents, not only to show 
how astonishingly smart they are, and how zealous they 
have been for their country's good, but also as a kind of 
electioneering scheme to gain their votes at the next ballot- 
ing. But this method of courting favor of their constituents 
is so much more clearly and eloquently made out than I can 
do it, by James A. Merriwether, Esq., a distinguished mem- 
ber of Congress, in his address to the people of Georgia, 
found in the Southern Recorder of the 20th September 
last, that I refer the reader to that valuable document as 
giving a full statement of what I have here barely hinted at, 
Now how individuals elevated to high and responsible 
offices by the love and confidence of the people, and sus- 
tained by their bounty, can reconcile it to their consciences, 
to law or justice, to gamble off the people's time and mo- 
ney after this sort, for electioneering purposes, is a mystery 
too abstruse to be solved; and how it is that the people suf- 
fer themselves to be decoyed by such miasm lights, to the 
utter ruin of themselves, their posterity and country, is an 
enigma, if possible, infinitely more strange. Yet, strange 
as it IS, it is true as preaching, and an every day's practice! 
In opening the mail that passes by the office of which I am 
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post master, I have seen at one sight, perhaps, not less than 
one hundred of these electioneering pamphlets, and occar 
sionally, perhaps, fifty from one single member of Con- 
gress; and this is a weekly spectacle for months in succes- 
sion. In this way our mails are sometimes so burdened, 
that they cannot move; and thus important matter is de- 
tained to the great detriment of individuals and to govern- 
ment. Now, why this great flood of pamphlets and letters 
from the members of Congress, deluging the country 
through the whole length and breadth of the government 
The authors say these pamphlets aitd letters contain impor- 
tant matter to their constituents, and they wish to commu- 
nicate it as early as possible. A fine reason, certain y. — 
But all the important transactions in Congress are commu- ' 
nicated to the people through the medium of the Newspa- 
pers long before these lights reach them; this excuse, then, 
cannot be the true one, nor can it be because they are afraid 
their mighty works will be lost under a bushel, or under 
any other covering which mortal hands can make, because 
in their estimation, their doings are too gigantic to be cov 
ered by human ingenuity. We are constrained, then, to 
believe that they are sent to particular individuals under a 
cloak of special respect and good to them, but in reality, 
for no other purpose than to extol their own greatness and 
to flatter their friends out of their votes at the next election. 
In this way they succeed with thousands, but with those 
who know their schemes they are sure to fail. 

This method of electioneering, though considered by sonie 
an improvement upon the half pint system, is deemed by 
others infinitely more ridiculous. The opposers of this plan, 
which is termed the patent plan of electioneering, say that 
**those who gain their elections, by treating, pay for what 
they get, and are therefore entitled to their purchase, 
whilst those who gain their elections under a cloak of dis- 
simulation, are entitled only to the honor of invention, the 
right of the property remaining with its original owner; for 
fraudulent possession is not considered a bona fide title." I 
shall not, however, presume to discuss the merits of these 
two schemes, but I shall content myself with reporting 
quarterly all such letters and pamphlets that stop in my 
office, to that editor whose paper has the most eeneral cir- 
culation, that the constituents of these candidates may 
know their movements. This plan will, we think, rid post 
masters of a deal of perplexity, the mails of a deal ot sur- 
plus weight, the candidates of a' deal of laboD, the people of 
a deal of **gulling," and the country of a deal of trash; I 
say trash, not in contempt of what is said in these pamph- 
lets, for there are sometimes some very good and.appropri- 
ate sayings found in them, but I say it because however good, 
and however appropriate their contents may be they will avail 
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nothing until every member consents to forget liimself in re- 
membrance of his country. A single eye to his country's good 
must be the motto of every man; and not a momentary 
motto, but an* undying an eternal motto, if we wish to de- 
liver our country from its present embarrassments, and to 
elevate it to that exalted station amongst the nations of the 
earth, which* it was intended by the Almighty it should oc-^ 
cuf)y 4n its donation. But this can never be until the inter- 
ests of all the meoibers of this confederacy shall become 
one, and this Catmot take place until the opposing interests 
of the lawyers shall be put down, by filling their places in 
our legislative assemblies by men of humbler pretensions. 
Lawyer Legislating and fees at the Bar^ must be put down* 
This done, and our country, like Noah's ark, shall ride tri- 
umphantly o'er the flood, and its glory shall exceed vesper's 
in tne evening shades, or the sun's in the bloom of day. 

J. W. PITTS. 



No. 10. 

To THE Printer : 

Sir — Below I give you a specimen of Lawyer legislating. 
The form and matter is wonderful indeed. It was written 
by a distinguished member of the bar ; and I suppose, from 
the peculiar and labored diction, it drew a premium. It 
purports to be a writ issued against an individual and his en- 
dorser for the payment of the money on a plain note of 
hand: 

Georgia > To the Hoaorable the Superior Court of said 

Lounds County y County 

The petitioner of James Cage Administrator of Thomas W. Man, decea»' 
ed, sheweth that Benjamin Dodd as maker and John A Bates as Indorser 
both of said county are justly indebted to your petitioner the sum oCEight Hundred 
dollars and twenty-four cents besides interf st. — For that whereas heretofore to wit 
on the tenth day of January written (Jany) Eighteen Hundred and forty-two the 
said Benjamin Dodd hi? certain instrument in writing commonly called a promissory 
note his proper hand thereto subscribed and dated the day and year aforesaid and 
then and there delivered the same to the said John A and which is in Court to be 
shown wheieby he the said Benjamin promised one day after date to pay said 
John A. Bates or beaierthe sum of Eight Huudred dollars and twenty-four (in fig- 
ures 24) cents for value received with iniereal from the twenty-fifth of December 
(written Dec) last for value received. And the said John A Bates to whom or 
bearer the said note was payable afterwards (to wit) on the same day and year afore- 
siid by his proper hand ^written John A. Bates) indorsed said note to your petition- 
er Administrator aforesaid (written Administrator on Thomas W Man dec est) for 
value received and of all which the said Benjamin then and there had notice. 

By reason of the permises and by force of the statute in such cases made and pro- 
ved they the said Benjamin and John A become liable and being so li&ble in consid- 
eration thereof afterwards to« wit on the day and year aforesaid undertook and 
promised to pay your petitioner Administrator aforesaid the said sum of money in 
jaid note specified according to the tetK)r and effect thereof when the v should be 
thereto afterwards required yet the said Benjamin and John A have not paid said 
sum of money or any part thereof though often requested to the damage of your pe- 
titioner Administrator aforesaid the \um of two thousand dollars. 

Wherefore he brings his and prays that process may issue requiring said Benjamin 
Dodd and John A Bates in person or by attorney to be and appear at the next term 
I. of the Superior Court to be held in and for said county then and there to answer your 
petitioner in an action of Assumpsit &c. PONTIUS PILATE Plff Atty. 

The above Declaration is indorsed on the back, with the 
following devices: 
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Assumpsil. 
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The following is the Clerk's notification: • 

Georlia, — To the Sheriff of Lowndes Ootinty, Greeting: .* 

James Cage, Adm'r of \ 
Thomas W. Man, vs. f . 

Benj. Dodd maker, & ^ A«sttrap«U. 
John A. Bates, indorser. y 

The defendants are hereby required, in person or by .attorney, to be and u)pear 
att the Soperior Court, to be held in and for the County of Lowndes, on the fourth 
Monday in March next, then and there to answer the Plaintiff's demand, in an ac- 
tion of Assumpsit, as in default thereof the said couxt will proceed as to justice shall 
appertain. 

Witness the Honoiabl« Poatuis Pilate, Judge of said court, this, the 14th day of 
February, 1842. HORATIO NELSON, Clerk. 

By the light emitted from the foregoing torch, we are 
enabled to discover (though indistinctly) that James Cage, 
administrator on the estate of Thomas W. Man, held a note 
of hand on Benjamin Dodd, principal, and John A. Bates, 
indorser, for which he, James Cage,- wanted the money on 
or before a certain specified time, and if not paid by said 
time, they, Benjamin Dodd and John A. Bates would have 
to abide the further penalty of the law. This is all that we 
can discern of importance in the above scroll; and which, I 
suppose, is all that it was intended to show. 

Now, if we can institute a piece of writing, showing the 
same things in fewer words and in a more simple form, and 
answering the same purposes in every ^ther respect, why 
may not this simple instrument be substituted in lieu of the 
foregoing one? Surely there can be no objection urged 
against this change, unless the lawyer's do it, as no orie-s 
interest will thereby be injured but theirs. But before 
we suggest the form of a substitute in lieu of the one above, 
we will call the attention of the reader to some of the out- 
lines of the writs that are now in vogue. To this end we 
will take the above writ for an example, and we take it the 
more readily because the original writ of which the above 
one is a copy, was written by the identical Pontius Pilate 
himself, and is considered, on thaf account, a master bit of 
the kind. 

On looking over this writ we find, in the first place, it is 
unnecessarily prolix and complicated; it is long without 
a corresponding explanation; it is complicated without any 
additional merit; it aims more at form than it does at sense 
or truth. In the second instance, the writer assumes to 
himself the prerogative of interpreting all the dark- and 
contingent portions of the original note, on which the Writ 
was issued, without informing us how he come by this right 
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or knowledge; for instance, he says Jany, on the original 
note means January; that 24 cents in figures on the origi- 
nal note means twenty-four cents in letters; and Dec. on 
the original note means December. Now, if these interpre- 
tations be correct, how did he come by all this knowledge? 
Did he learn it of himself, or did some one tell it to him? — ^ 
If he learned it of himself he must have done it from the 
face of the note, and he says "the note is in court to show 
for Itself," and if he learned these things by himself might 
not the Judge and jury by inspecting the note find out the 
same things without troubling him to write a long espisto- 
lary exposition upon the subject? But the writer goes on 
to say, furthermore: "and the said John A Bates to whom 
or bearer the said note was payable afterwards (to wit) on 
the same day and year aforesaid by his proper hand (writ- 
ten John A Bates) indorsed said note to your petitioner 
Administrator aforesaid (written administrator on Thomas 
W Man dec'd Est.) for value received — and of all which 
the said Benjamin then and there had notice." To say noth- 
ing of the humbuggery in the balance of this citation, what 
does he mean by "then and there;" what place does he al- 
lude to by the word "there.''" And where did he get evi- 
dence that "the said Benjamin" had notice of this trans- 
fer by indorsement? 

Passing over other portions of the writ, which bears in 
the features of every fine the mark of fees, we come to the 
paragraph which says, "Yet the said Benjamin and John 
A have not paid said sum of money or any part thereof, 
tho often requested to the damage of your petitioner admin- 
istrator aforesaid the sum of two thousand doUars." This 
certainly was an unlucky circumstance, indeed: adminis- 
trator damage Two Thousand DoUars on the non payment 
of eight hundred, and he still hold the note against defend- 
ants!!! This is too bad! Benjamin and Johny ought not to 
do so. 

Now what does aUthis farce mean but a fee, fee, fee, 
from A to Z. 

For the above writ, peculiarly and admirably dressed, 
armed and equipped, fanged, clawed, and mouth open to 
catch fees, permit me to ofier the following form as a sub- 
stitute until a better is presented. The writ which I offer 
is founded on the same note that the above writ is founded 
upon; but in order to its success the laws must be made 
and altered to suit the change, and to make the Clerks of 
the Superior and Inferior Courts the collecting officers for 
their respective courts. The clerk of the court being made 
the collecting officer, and the note deposited in his hands 
for a suit, he will hold the original note, and forward a copy 
as hereunto annexed, to which he will append his summons 

to defendants: 

t 
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"One day after date, I promise to pay John A. Bates or 
bearer, eight hundred dollars and 24 cents with interest 
from the 26th of Dec. last for value received 10th day of 
January, 1842. BENJAMIN DODD." 

Indorsed on the back: 
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The Clerk summons as follows: 

Lowndes County, 7 Superior Clerk's office. 2d Feb. 1842. To Benj. Dodd, princi-' 
Georgia. \pal, and John A. Bates indorser. Greeting: 

Gentlemen -.-Yoa are hereby notified by the SberifTof said county, and this writ, 
that the original note of which the above one is r^ copy.is deoosited in my hands for col- 
lection by Jaraes Cage, Administrator on the estate of Tnos. W. Man,dec'd ; if the 
money is not paid by the next term of the Superior Coart, held in and for the coun- 
ty aforesaid, commencing on the fourth Monday in March next, or show sufficient 
cause why it is not paid, you must abide the decree of the Court. 

Witness the Hon . John Gilpin, Judge of said Court. Horatiu Nelson, Clerk. 

This copy note and summons should be indorsed on the back: 

§ & ^ 

By examining the foregoing copy note, the summons and 
their indorsements, you will find that they contain the same 
matter in substance, that the lawyer's plan of a writ does, 
and they contain it in fewer words, in a much simpler form, 
and answers all other purposes as well. They show all 
the parties interested, ancl the legal relationship between 
them; they show the intention of the plaintiff to get his mo- 
ney by law, and that he has commenced suit; they show 
the individuals to whom he looks for his money, when it 
must be paid, and if not paid according to his will, 
what the consequences must be; they show who is- 
sued the writ, and by what authority; who served the writ, 
and by whose orders; they show the true state of the de- 
mand at the time the writ was issued, — if any abatement 
has been made on the original amount by payment; they 
show the credit, and the date of the credit; if no credit has 
been made they show it; they show the sitting of the Court, 
when and where, the number of the writ, and the Judge 
who presides; and if any man wants a fuller showing, he 
covets that which he ought not to have. Why, then, may 
not this form of a writ be adopted in lieu of the form now in 
vogue.'* For, besides its answering all the purposes in ev- 
ery other respect, it secures to the civil oflScers the same 
fees, and saves the plaintiff forty dollars. The only reason, 
then, why this form, or some other simple form of a writ 
is not adopted in lieu of the present kind is^ because there 
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are lawyers in the Legislature, whose policy is to interfere 
with the interests of all other classes of the people, by 
adopting darkness for light, form for facts, vice for virtue, 
complication for simplicity; and all to swell their fees, 
Lawyer Legislating^ and fees at the bar^ must be put davmm 

J. W, PITTS. 



No. 11. 
To THE People oe Georgia and of the United States. 

Fellow-Citizens: — We have labored long and arduously un- 
der the pressure of certain evils, the consequences of which have 
been seen and felt by all, but the secret springs of which have 
been studiously and successfully concealed from the great mass 
of the People. The result is, but little or no effort has been 
made for deliverance. The sources of these evils having been 
so effectually wrapped up from the eyes of the world by the mys- 
teries which surround them, they are supposed by some to have 
originated in the decrees of the Deity. With this view of the 
matter, the spirit of filial submission has put a stop to presump- 
tuous research-^turned aside the index of discovery, and the peo- 
ple have patiently awaited the result of their doom. This theory 
however, is now exploded, and by the aid of the wise we hare 
endeavored in the foregoing numbers to reveal the hidden mys- 
tery, and to unfold to your senses the causes and consequences 
of these evils. But like a ship sailing around the world, and 
touching at a few, and only a few prominent points, so we have 
been brief in our detail. Thecauses, truly, have been revealed, 
but the consequences are so varied and numerous that we have 
only hinted at a few of them. 

In perusing the foregoing numbers, and comparing the evi- 
dences which they afford, with the evidences which your own 
observations furnish, you have, doubtless, come to the conclusion 
of the writer, and the g'reat discoverers of these mysteries, that 
nine-tenths of the evils extant in our national policy , originate Jrom 
lawyer legislating and fees at the bar. Our Government, like 
many others of modern date, has fallen into the egregious blun- 
der of putting at the helm of National affaiis those persons 
whose interests are in league with the national ruin, and conse- 
quently at war with the people's interests. The cause of this over- 
sight and folly we have not attempted fully to explain; nor shall we 
attempt an explanation now, but we will pass it by, as we have 
many other subjects of vital importance, with a mere hint of the fact. 

Having, by the ingenuity and ceaseless energies of the wise, 
discovered the cause of our national evils, and traced them to 
some of the results, it becomes us to urge a speedy and hearty 
co-operatiop in their removal. To do this, shall we continue at 
the helm of our affairs a class of men whose interests are direct- 
ly opposite to the interests of all other classes of communityl 
A class of men of whom many publicly aver **there is not In 
honest one upon earth?" a class who "load men with burdens 
grievous to be borne, but they themselves touch not the burdens 
with one of their fingersi'' Shall we continue in office those 
who "have taken away the key of knowledge" from such as 
would be wise, and concealed it under a mass of mysteries, 
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technicalities, foreign customs, and unmeaning forms, that they 
may profit by the embarrassments and confusions that followl 
who adapt laws to fees and fees to laws 1 who rob widow's houses 
ibr fees, and for fees defraud revolutioners of their pensions?—- 
Shall we continue to heap honors upon those whose greatest in- 
terest is to trample law and justice under foot; to wrest the 
criminal from the grasp of justice, and to turn him loose with 
buoyant hopes and renovated spirits to commit endless depre- 
dations upon an unsuspecting community] who gull juries, slay 
the innocent, and glory in their deeds] who make others respon- 
sible for their misdoings? who take fees from both plaintiiOf and 
defendant in collecting debts] who measure the words and ac- 
tions of all other classes by the peaceful and moral standard, but 
reserve to themselves the prerogative of saying and doing what 
they please, and charge what they please for what they say and 
do; **because," say they, "no one is sufficiently wise or holy to 
attend to State or law matters but we]'' Shall we continue as our 
law-givers those who excite political feuds amongst the people 
for self-aggrandizement, and ride into office on the heads of the 
combatants] who squander the people's time and money in wri- 
ting electioneering letters and pamphlets, and who set a price 
upon the labor of every olher class, from the President of the 
United States down to the drayman, but leave their own labors 
unpriced, that they may price them as opportunity may offer] 

In these, and like exploits, our former representatives and dis- 
pensers of justice have signalized themselves; and except in 
acts of this sort, we know nothing that they have ever done in 
their professional calling that is woith a notice. It is upon the 
excellency of these feats, then, that they stilt themselves, and 
stalk amongst us like giants in the midst of Lilliputians, ciying 
office, office, office. 

From this synopsis, we are enabled to learn what is meant by 
qualifications to^ attend to "law and State matters;" it means sim- 
ply a surrender of all principle in theory and in practice for a fee. 
Hence he who is governed by no principle but selfishness, will, 
according to the lawyer's notions, make a good statesman or ad- 
vocate. We, however, differ a little in opinion upon this sub- 
ject, from these latter day Solons. We think that with such pi- 
lots as these at the helm of the ship, the vessel will soon strand 
or wreck; and our theory is abundantly confirmed by the present 
state of our national affairs. No country under the heavens 
was ever set up under more favorable circumstances than ours, 
nor bid fairer in the outset to do well, and yet no country was ev- 
er known to i eel and stagger to its downfall sooner. The seeds 
of its utter ruin are strewed thick, and springing up luxuriantly 
every where within its borders, and without a speedy and effi- 
cient remedy is applied, it will soon share the fate of Babylon, 
and its inhabitants the fate of Jezebel. 

The question then arises: what remedy shall be used, and who 
shall apply it. in order to avert the evil that awaits us] The rem- 
edy is this: Look out from amongst you honest, faithful men, 
with reasonable age and talents on their side, and whose inter- 
ests are so intimately blended with the interests of the majority 
of the people, that they cannot do wrong to the people with- 
out doing wrong to themselves, and set these men up as your 
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law-givertf. Do this, and you will soon realize a change in na- 
tional and law matters that will remind you of the coming king- 
dom of God. The way to apply the remedy, and the persons 
who are to do it, are pointed out in No. 2, in the former part of 
. this hook, to which you are refered. 

But some say '4t is too soon to commence the reformation; we 
mqst wait until the people become more enlightened upon the 
subject; and when all the people shall see and feel the necessity 
of the change, then they will act jointly, and therefore more ef- 
fectually." This doctrine is true, if such a time should ever come, 
but where is there an instance in which all men saw things alike 
..and acted alike in the same moment? Is there any such cir- 
cumstance recorded in history*? None. Any mentioned in songt 
None^ Any floating in tradition? None. No, and never will 
be. The time to act, then, is when an opportunity is ofiered.— 
' Should you be alone in your notions of the thing, be it so, should 
others follow your example, let it be so; but whether- you are 
alone or in company, when youi duty calls you to action, write 
obedience upon the liutels and door posts of your tabernacle; then 
when the judgments of God shall sweep through the land in 
their fury, you shall be delivered from their sting like the first 
born of Israel, in the night of the Passover. 

But if there is any difficulty in accomplishing this great work* 
now, what must be the difficulties when the schools and colleges 
throughout the land shall have turned out their armies of smooth- 
faced, curled haired young men, reared and educated expressly 
for living upon the labors of others; and when the taverns shall 
have dismissed from their benches the host of loungers that wal- 
low there, with law books under their arms, to dictate to the peo- 
ple what they are to do, and what they are not to do? Do you think 
matters will be moreeasily compromised then than now? I tell you 
nay. Let these hordes practice law a while & come off a few times 
"with victory sticking on the side of their hats like a huge ox fly," 
and let them dream a few times of GeneruVs epaulettes. Commo- 
dore's uniorms. Governor's seats, and Presidential chairs, and 
they wont take up the mattock and axe without some, signs of 
reluctance 

In as much, then, as we cannot begin the work of reformation 
sooner, and it will not do to postpone the matter longer, now is 
the time to commence. Let every man, then, who fosters a spir- 
it of patriotism in his bosom, rally to the standard of reforma- 
tion; and though he cannot speak, nor write, nor legislate to pro- 
fit, let him show to the world, and to succeeding generations, that 
he can do wonders by his vote. Here is a field broad and long, 
in which all classes are called to operate, and in which all men 
may labor successfully to the relief of the oppressed, and to the 
confusion of tyrants. Here, there is no distinction between the 
high and the low, no difl*erence between the rich and the poor, no 
Democrat, no Whig, no Patrican, no son of a noble sire, to claim 
the honor of the reformation, by the blood of his ancestry, but all 
claims and distinctions are blended into one, and all may wear 
the wreath of victory with confidence and grace, as the fruit of 
his doings. Will you be appealed to, then, a second time, before 
you act? Cannot your own interests, nor the interests of your 
families, nor the interests of your country, nor the inter- 
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eats of your posterity, quicken your latent energies, and 
arouse you to action^ What loflier interests have you to 
g^uard; and what stronger inducements do you wish held 
out in order to inspire your zeall "Oh," says one, ''there 
are sufficient inducements held out, and sufficient reasons offisr- 
ed to put down lawyer legislating in the States; but what shall' 
we do in Congress, if lawyers are not permitted to act*?" Ah! 
sure enough, sure enough! this is an important consideration: 
"What shall we do in Congress if lawyers are not permitted 
to act?*' Why, under these circumstances, we must do as we 
have to do in all other unfortunate situations : we must do 
the best we can. The present state of things, however, shows 
very clearly that we cannot do worse than we are now doing, 
no matter what course we adopt. We, therefore, recommend as 
a suKstitute for lawyers in Congress, that you look out from 
amongst you honest, faithful men, with reasonable age and talents 
on their side, and whose interests are so intimately blended with 
the interests of the majority of the people that they cannot do 
wrong to the people without doing wrong to themselves, and set 
these men up as your Congress members. Do this, and yoii will 
soon see a change in Congressional affairs that will remind you 
of the days of old, when our Congress was composed principally 
of such men, and when the wheels of Government rolled on 
smoothly, like the machinery of Nature, without a jostle or a turn. 
We recommend this course, furthermore, because it is unreason- 
able to suppose that persons whose selfishness disqualifies them 
for State legislating should be fit subjects to officiate in Congress. 
Examine the ninth number in this pamphlet, and compare its 
statements with the known doings of Lawyers in Congress, and 
mark their admirable fitness for that distinguished station. Says 
one, "on reading and comparing the evidences I am thoroughly 
convinced of the impropriety of Lawyer legislating in any ca- 
pacity whatever; and, therefore, I shall never again vote for a 
lawyer for the Legislature nor for Congress; but still I cannot 
see how we are to do without lawyers at the bar, in order to ex- 
plain the laws; nor how they can act as interpreters oi the law 
without fees to support them." Ah! suie enough! sure enough! 
this is an important consideration: "I cannot see how we are to 
do without lawyers at the bar, in order to explain the laws, nor 
hovi they can act as interpreters of the law without fees to sup* 
port them/' Why, under these circumstances, we must do as 
we have to do in all other unfortunate situations; we must do the 
best we can. The present state of things shows very clearly 
that we cannot do worse than we are now doing, no matter what 
course we adopt; we, therefore, recommend, as a substitute for 
Lawyers at the bar, that you look out from among you honest, 
faithful men, with reasonable age and talents on their side, and 
set these men up as your arbiters. Let all cases that have to be 
tried by a jury be brought before these men, let these men and 
the judge examine the evidence in the case till they are satis- 
fied; let the judge read the law upon the subject, and let these 
men as a jury decide. If either one of the parties is dissatisfied 
with the decision in the first trial, let him appeal to a second ju- 
ry in the same court, or in the ensuing court, as may be thought 
best, and let their decision be final. Let there be no comment 
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upoD the case, only so far as is absolutely necessary for aD expla- 
nation; and if any person presumes to charge or receive com- 
pensation for services rendered in the case, except the jury, sher- 
iff and clerk (who should receive their regular fees, in right of 
their office) let him. on conviction of the fact, be confined in the 
State prison, for such length of time as the law may prescribe, 
and also forfeit the amount he receives or charges to the court, 
to be applied to county purposes; and let him who offers a fee 
or pays an individual to act or speak in his case, forfeit the amount 
which he offers or pays to the Court, to be applied in like manner. 
This is one out of the thousands of plans that may be adopted 
in lieu of the present one, and though we may not expect a just 
decision in all cases tried in this way, yet we may expect it as 
often as we now see it. If this plan secures justice to the par- 
ties as often as the one in vogue, it is on many other accounts, in- 
finitely its superior. This plan of deciding cases will save whole 
years of time to the parties concerned; it will save millions of 
dollars to the people; it will render the money expended in build- 
ing State and Court houses of benefit to the people, whereas^ 
now it is worse than thrown away, it will prevent legions of evil 
counsels and other misdoings, in words and actions on the part 
of the bar, and will arrest a flood of licentiousness, growing out of 
the present plan, which is now sweeping over the country from 
Maine to Florida, with the potency of a demon and the poison of 
an asp! 

What more shall we say, then, in behalf of reform! Shall we 
cite you to the nations that have existed without a lawyer at the 
bar, yet who conducted their affairs satisfactorily to themselves, 
and thus saved the fee and delivered their country from the flood 
of evils consequent on Lawyer administration? Shall we cite 
you to the nations that now exist of the same kind? to the admin- 
istration of church discipline, and the settlement of difficulties 
amongst large commercial companies, without a Lawyer to ex- 
plain, or an attorney to plead? Now, if these people can settle 
difficulties without the sage views of lawyers, why may we not 
not do it? Are we the worst fools upon earth] or are our diffi- 
culties greater than other people's difficulties? If our difficulties 
are greater than other people's difficulties, they are made so by 
designing men, expressly for speculation; and as long as these 
speculators hold the reins of government, we may look out for 
difficulties. Indeed it would be a sure indication of mental de- 
rangeoient to expect any thing else. Make your laws plain and 
simple, your rewards and punishments certain, and there will 
arise no perplexities in the settlement of disputes. 

The doctrine that *'State and law matters are complicated 
things" is as false as it is subtle; and it is held forth for no other 
purpose than to bar the hand of the people from the management 
of their own affairs, that those who preach the doctrine may get 
a fee. The laws of Judea, we are creditably informed, were so 
simple, before they wfere rendered intricate for gain, that there 
was not a boy ten years old, of medium intellect, in all that coun- 
try, who did not understand the laws better than any lawyer in 
Rome understood the laws of his country. Oth^r examples of 
simple laws might be given, but it is needless to cite instances or 
argue a point that needs no argument; for, certainly, if we can 
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make and understand complicated laws, we can make and under- 
stand simple laws. The only difficulty in the matter is to learn 
which, of all the plans of simplifying the laws, is the best plan. — 
Until a better plan is proposed, I will suggest the following as, 
one inetbod of simplifying the law, which, in the estimation of 
tbe writer, would obviate some of the intricacies of the present 
system. The plan proposed is to digest the substance of the laws 
as they now stand, or as they may be made in future, into a form*, 
somethinglike the following : 

From what class of citizens is a jury selected? — Answer, lu 
what way are they selected? — Answer. By whom are they noti- 
fied of the office] — Answer. In what way are they notiiiedl — 
Answer. What is their province?-^Answer. By whom are tbe 
Judges of tbe Superior Courts appointed?— Answer. What is 
their province? — Answer. Wbat cases in Court are called crim- 
inal? — Answer. Civil? — Answer. What ia Murder? — Answer. 
What is tbe penalty? — Answer. What is a writ of Habeas Cor- 
pus?— Answer, under what circumstances may it be issued?— 
Answer. By whom issued? — Answer. By whom served? — An- 
swer. Wbat is its form? — Answer. Wbat is a Bail Writ?— An- 
swer. Under wbat circumstances may it be issued? — Answer. 
By whom issued? — Answer. By whom seived?—' Answer. What 
is its form? — Answer. How do you collect debts on open ac- 
counts? — Answer. On notes? — Answer. On mortgages? — An- 
swer. How do you institute a suit for Damage? — Answer. In 
case of Assault and Battery? — Answer. For Slander? — Answer. 
&c„ &;c. Law, tbus simplified, might be studied and understood 
in the common schools as readily as Geography or English Gram- 
mar; and when the students becomes men in years, they would 
become men in business; but as things are now, ibey may grow 
to Anakims, in size, and Methuselas in age, and yet they are fit 
for nothing. In a form similar to this, then, the whole law, when it 
can be done, should be digested, and with this digest in hand, 
as the rule of the Judge, the Judge and jury may try any case 
without the aid of a Lawyer. This Digest will do away 
thousands of difficulties that now exist, in spite of the honesty of 
the parties concerned. The laws, as they now stand, are often 
worded in such a way, that they will admit of two or more inter- 
pretations, all of which seem to be reasonable and just; hence a 
difference of opinion upon the same law, and a diffisreut decision 
in different circuits upon the same point. But with this digest 
as the standard of decision, it matteis not in what way the origi- 
nal law is worded, ror how many interpretations may, with pro- 
priety, be given to it, tbe interpretation given in this book will 
control, and, therefore, in every circuit a like decision upon tbe 
same point will be given. 

In the management of State matters every sovereiQfn State or 
country should be considered as an individual; and in its transac- 
tions with other States, it should be governed by principles simi- 
lar to those which govern moral individuals in their transactions. 
With this view of State relationship, there can no more difficulty 
arise in the settlement of affairs between diSerent States than 
there is in the settlement of affairs between individuals. But 
suppose a difficulty to arise between States or nations, bow 
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should tbat difficulty be settledl Let the parties produce their 
best evideoce in the case,- aud if they cannot agree, leave it to 

; the arbitration of sovereign powers. 

No GovernmeDt ought ever to enter into speculation; because 
speculation is, seven times out of t^n, a hazardous and ruinous 
lousiness in the hands of individuals, whose whole time and abil* 
ities are constantly einployed in the pursuit; and if individuals 
who manage their affairs personally cannot profit by speculation, 
how is a ^ate to do it, when the whole matter must necessarily 
he committed to the bauds of individuals or companies, many of 
whom care uottilng fdr success-, go they get pay for their time, 
and oFteh' [tfrotract the termination of the project, in order to 
lengthen thdi^ income. AM attempts, then, to speculate by Rail 
Roads, Cabals, Banks, 9cc»\ are wtong. There may be instances 
Yn which governments have done well by a diifeient course, but 
as a general rule they ought never to attempt projects of the kind. 
L&t goverhtnents looh to taxation, the proceeds of their property 
an*d't6commet.ce for revenue, and let all other businesses be 
committed to tHe people. Then every department knows its bu<^ 
siness,' and will provide for its wants. If it is supposed that a 
Bank will be of service" to community by way of facilitating com- 
merce, or otl&rwise/and any individual or company is disposed 
to ^t up such' a thing, grant them a charter to this purpose, un- 
de^ particular restrictions, always guarding against loss on the 
part of the people, and against fraud on the part of Bank; then, 
if tlS« Bank prospers Under these restrictions, let it prosper. For 

fi if it does well, its money will be go6d, and the community for 
whose benefit it was chartered, will do well; so all will do well. 
• If any obstacle arises in the way of its prosperity, put that obsti^- 
cle down, no matter what name it bears; because the Bank ceas- 
ing to Operate successfully, the interests of the people depending 
upon its success, will be suspended; in order, therefore, to re- 
stoi'e animatie^ to the people's interests, you must remove the 
obstacle. 'No ftovernraent ought to go in debt, nor live beyond 
its income; it may 'lend, but not borrow. No professional call- 
ing should be tolerated in a government where it is productive 
of more evil than good. 

Without further trespass upon your patience, permit me in tbis 
close to say, let your devotions be sincere, your laws plain and 
simple, your policy straight forward, your motto industry an^^ 
economy ^ the officers of your army good, the officers of your, 
churches good, and the officers of your government good, and all 
the powers that be, cannot hurt you ; but if you adopt a diflfereht 
course, the selfishness of men, and the* judgments of God, will 
soon hurry you and your country to the land of Forgetful n ess, 
where reigns incessant gloom, where prowls perpetual night, the 
haunt of spectres and of shades, and of darkness that may be felt. 

JOHN W. PITTS. 
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